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THE KIWI TREE OF LIFE 

 

Love, hugs, friends, support, laughter, generosity, commonality, conversation, tears, 
and much, much more all describe what you are blessed with when you become a Kiwi. Kiwis provide a special tree of life.  

Although you become a Kiwi because you share the commonality of being a flight attendant/stewardess, what you receive is a lifetime 

gift of all these things. 

We are into our second month of 2021, having just survived one of the most dramatic and depressing years that, hopefully, we will 

never have to endure again. We are eagerly awaiting the time when we can throw the masks in the garbage – or like the U.S. military 

colleges, in unison throw them in the air. We are awaiting the time to show our faces (get out the makeup!), gather together, catch up, 

laugh, and share. Everyone will have a story to relate, some with laughter, some with tears. 

Tell your coworkers about us; tell anyone you think qualifies for membership about us; spread the word. All anyone needs to become 

a Kiwi is to be flying or to have flown for American Airlines. Invite them to a meeting or event. Pick them up, but be sure you don’t 

abandon them when you arrive. They are guests and should be made comfortable and welcome. 

Remember all these things when you celebrate the month dedicated to love.  

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

 from your National Executive Board and Support Staff 

 
The Kiwi Club’s… 
 

Members have different likes, dislikes, opinions, religions, races, genders, etc.  However, as an organization we support no 

specific one. We gather together to support charities locally – and nationally, Wings Foundation. We laugh, we reminisce, we 

share, we have fun, we care. We do not bring our differences into this club. 

We have not allowed this – hopefully – once-in-a-lifetime dilemma to bring us down. Your National Board has been having 

meetings via Zoom. The members of the National Executive Board and Support Staff have reached out individually to 

chapters to see if there’s anything the board can do to help and to let them know we are there for them. Chapters have met in  

parks, restaurant patios, keeping the social distancing, have gotten together via Zoom, have kept in touch with members via 

emails, phone calls, Facebook, all to keep them up to date and offering help.  

Do you know of any other social organization that does as much? Doubtful…but then, we’re special. 
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LETTER FROM YOUR PREZ… 
 

Hello Kiwis: 

I hope this Kaleidoscope edition finds you well.  Kissing 2020 goodbye and hoping to hug in 2021. 

I am so happy to hear from so many of you during this period of unknown. The National Board is and has been 

reaching out to chapters and members at large to see how all are doing. I am hoping that you are taking every 

precaution and being as safe as possible. Saying home is not what most Kiwis like to do, but for now probably is 

best. 

The National Board is still moving forward with guarded plans for a 2022 Kiwi Convention in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area.  We are 

outlining plans to keep our 70
th

 Anniversary memorable and safe for all. The Kiwi Convention Board has our health and welfare 

uppermost in our priorities. As time progresses and more information is available, we will be reaching out to you through your chapter 

president, and, if you are a member at large, our National Vice President will be disseminating the convention information. 

In January 2021, the National Board held a Zoom meeting.  It is not the same as our in-person meetings, but using this method has 

allowed us to stay connected, and we will continue to conduct Club business this way as long as needed in order to keep moving 

forward.  It is strange how one can become so close to members of the board, some whom you’ve never met. Some of us were on 

previous chapter boards together, some have been on the National Board before. Regardless of our past, we all make it our duty to 

work together. It is called teamwork! 

Here are a few behind-the-scenes and job duties of the National Board:  The President is keeping in touch with each officer and 

support staff, making sure that we continue to move forward and set deadlines, that we convene and conduct required National Board 

meetings and assist where needed. The Vice President keeps busy with all new members and makes sure the members at large  

receive the same information that chapter presidents receive. The Vice President is The Kiwi Club’s biggest recruiter, always 

following up on leads submitted by Kiwis.  Our 2
nd

 Vice President is responsible for the data base.  The Treasurer works very hard 

collecting and keeping track of our dues and treasury, as well as working with the 2
nd

 VP closely in keeping the data base and the 

chapter rosters up to date. The two of them work hand in hand during the dues season. These items are verified by the 2
nd

 VP and if 

the paperwork does not match the data on hand, one or both contact either the chapter or member at large to verify and correct the 

needed information.  The Treasurer also must make the bank deposits and balance the bank statement each month.  During dues 

season this is very busy but fulfilling position.  Our Secretary continues to write note cards to our grieving Kiwi families and to those 

with milestone birthdays. The Secretary also takes the minutes at each National Board meeting.  The position of the Past President is 

busy with posting and monitoring all donations made to the Wings Foundation, either by an individual Kiwi or a Kiwi chapter. The 

Past President and the Wings/ Kiwi Liaison compare donations monthly and keep a running term and lifetime total of these donations. 

The Kiwi Advisor is just that: an advisor. Since we have new members on the National Board every two years, the Advisor is 

available to help with positions if needed. The Advisor and the Past President are a great resource when anyone on the board needs 

help or a review of a situation.   

So, if you think you might be considering running for a position on the National Board, please contact me or anyone on the Board.  

We will be happy to give you more information and answer your questions. Please feel free to call me or email me anything.  

Thank you always for being a Kiwi,  

Sam 

National President 

2020-2022 

NATIONAL ENDEAVOR 

Kathy Poppenberg Kridel 

Past President/Endeavor Coordinator 

Dear Kiwis, 

Our National Endeavor, Wings Foundation, can use your help.  

American Airlines stopped payroll deductions for our still-working flight attendants, and everyone who donated to Wings through 

these deductions has to sign up again. It has been a slow process. From stopping the deductions altogether, to not having the 

deductions from furloughed flight attendants, to the slow process of re-signing for the deductions, the donated money has dropped to 

one-third. As you can see, Wings can use help from Kiwis. 

Remember the process: If you send a donation directly to Wings or to a particular base, in order for The Kiwi Club to get credit for the 

donation, you must notify me or the National Treasurer of the donation. As a chapter, have your treasurer go to the Kiwi website – 

thekiwiclub.org – and click on the Forms link to find a form there for use when submitting donations to Wings. The chapter will then 

receive credit as having donated to Wings.  

Since the new Kiwi term began in May 2020, Kiwis have donated $23,068 to Wings. We began supporting Wings as the club’s 

National Endeavor in 1996. To date, Kiwis have donated a whopping $573,490! That’s what I call support! Continued on page 3.  
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Continued from Page 2… 
 

With this year’s quarantines, shopping in actual stores is very limited. We have, however, not ceased shopping. Amazon has become a 

big part of our lives, especially for this past Christmas shopping. Did you know that you can contribute to Wings through your 

Amazon shopping? All you have to do is go to Amazon Smile and indicate Wings as your charity. A percentage of your order will 

automatically go to Wings. So far, Wings has received donations from Amazon to the tune of $5,501.19. What an easy way to give! 

This past year has been tough for so many groups, including ours. Sam Gooch, National President, has been the glue that holds us 

together. He has held Zoom board meetings where we have been able to conduct Kiwi business, just not with the added fun of getting 

together and being able to discuss items in depth and face to face. 

Even though Sam is doing an excellent job of piloting our “Kiwi Ship,” he’s still flying – and in the hostile environment that modern 

air travel has become. He is also in the process of selling his businesses, clearing out his home in NJ, moving to the Nashville area, 

plus dealing with Michael’s recurrent health issues. Please keep them both in your prayers.  

And don’t forget: To give is to receive. Keep it up! 
 

Kathy 

 

 

LAX IN TODAY’S WORLD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this past year when we have been unable to meet, Kim White Peterson, Los Angeles Chapter newsletter editor, has put out 

fantastic newsletters. These newsletters have really been the glue to keep the membership engaged.  

This month, following a comment made during our December Zoom meeting by one of our members, Kim felt we needed to give 

members a "pick me up" of some sort. She had the idea to put together gift boxes, hand delivered by the board to every chapter 

member at their doorstep. (Fourteen members were living too far from the heart of the chapter, so these were mailed.) 

The gift boxes included an invitation to our January 20th Zoom meeting, as well as AA ramekins filled with nuts, as used during AA’s 

first-class cocktail service  (see photos above). The ramekins were ordered from eBay and nuts from the DFW distributor who 

packaged them beautifully. Our members were thrilled! So many made comments on how special we had made them feel, how much 

they appreciated our chapter.   

We sent out 62 boxes, and the total cost was $400.  Fortunately, LA has a healthy treasury, and the board voted to spend the money as 

a membership appreciation/retention expense. We had money in the budget designated for our Christmas party, but since it was not 

held in 2020, we applied it to this project. We had 39 responses to our invitation to the Zoom meeting!  

The puppy raisers for our current guide dog in training, Pilot, joined us. The puppy raiser couple are Kiwis, Joanna and Rob Kim, 

from the South Bay Chapter, and they were also gifted one of our boxes, which included a dog biscuit for Pilot. 

We are a very fortunate chapter; we have lost only a few members this year, thanks to members like Kim Peterson and a few others 

who are keeping our focus on Kiwis; it is too easy to become disinterested when you are not getting together frequently.  

Submitted by Polly Toll Goodman 
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Flown West 
 

Helen Cocklin Fredricks   Valerie Hill Brodeur   Beverly Lundgren 

Western New York Chapter  Unknown    Formerly Oklahoma City Chapter 

Class 1951/10    Class 1942    Class 1958 

Died October 23, 2020   Died July 2019    Died September 1, 2020 

 

Doreen Rountree Pace   Suzy Bernath Nelson   Lyneete Garlock Tracy 

Formerly Las Vegas Chapter  Los Angeles Chapter   South Bay Chapter 

Class 1966/12    Class 1966/13    Class 1964/06 

Died October 8, 2020   Died October 31, 2020   Died October 21, 2020 

 

Mary Waddell Templin   Gwen Danielson Johnson   Boots Johnson Hogate  

Member at Large    Orange Co/Long Beach Chapter  Chicago Chapter 

Class 1956/07    Class 1944    Class 1947 

Died August 1, 2020   Died July 22, 2020   Died December 1, 2020 

 

Cindy Maniply Ryan   Jo Strickland Bucholz   Judith Allen 

South Bay Chapter   Washington DC Chapter   Orange Co/Long Beach Chapter 

Class 1962/16    Classes 1957/04, 1976/04   Class 1969/12 

Died December 15, 2020   Died January 10, 2021   Died January 1, 2021 

 

Mary Louise Lopez Elkin  Joan Fosdick Lynch Patterson 

Golden Gate Chapter   Formerly Dallas Chapter 

Class July 1956    Class 1956/02 

Died January 6, 2021   Died December 2, 2018 
 

Oh I have slipped the surly bonds of earth and danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings. 
 

We are saddened to announce… 
The year 2020 ended with the deaths of two of our Past National Presidents, Boots Johnson Hogate, 1960-1962, 

and Cindy Mantiply Ryan, 1986-1988, in December, just two weeks apart. Both of these women served The 

Kiwi Club with passion, efficiency, and love.  

Boots will be remembered not only for her service to the club as National President, but for the hilarious skits 

performed at conventions with her cohort, Barbara Holder. Boots was instrumental in organizing the Grey 

Eagles, an organization for retired American Airlines pilots.  

In 1962, Boots invited all retired pilots of American Airlines to visit the 

Kiwi National Convention in New York City so they could see the    

Boots Hogate Johnson    camaraderie, memories, fun, and networking they were missing out on.  
 

Eleven retired pilots accepted her invitation: W.H. Proctor, J.H. Burns, J.B. Glass, Kit Carson, 

Duncan McCullum, S.R. Ross, V.J. Miller, H.B. Cox, Howard H. West, E.C. Bowe, and R.J. 

Rentz. They were so impressed with the Kiwis that they felt a spark that ignited their own desires 

of six years for an association of their own. Thus the Grey Eagles were born thanks to Boots’ 

initiative. 
 

Cindy was one of the most efficient National Presidents who has ever served this organization, as 

well as being one of the kindest.  

She brought the club out of the dark ages into the age of computers. At her insistence, the club 

purchased a computer and board members were trained. All of the club’s membership data, 

including past members, was transferred from 4x6 index cards into a program that allowed the 

club to have access to members’ information instantly, plus kept track of dues. Because of her 

foresight, The Kiwi Club’s database is unique; it has evolved over the years into a tool for not 

only keeping track of information for current members, but those from the past. Cindy also made 

sure our treasury was reorganized and up to date and used projections to make plans for the future.  Cindy Mantiply Ryan and Murphy  

She called her 1986-1988 board “The best board ever.”  

Along with her efficiency, Cindy always looked like she had just stepped down from the runway of a fashion show, and always had a 

smile on her face. 
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Joyce Kranzberg, MAL, Arizona 

Cynthia W. Harris, MAL, Texas 

JoAnn Chitwood Moore, MAL, Texas 

Melinda Luke, MAL, Texas 

Tanya Turner Tilotta, MAL, Texas 

Lori Wilkas, MAL, Connecticut 

Margaret Pevear Walrod, MAL, 

Florida 

Phyllis Ann Jackson, MAL, Texas 

Ginger Rae Muncy, MAL, North 

Carolina 

Becky Freeman, MAL, Texas 

Patricia Ann Sinclair, MAL, Texas 

Louise McClintock Finley, MAL, 

Texas 

Karen O’Connell Kovaleski, MAL, 

New York 

Sandra Louise DiTommaso, MAL, Texas 

Susan L. Fuchs, MAL, California 

Mary Funk, MAL, Texas 

Sharon Lee Inman, MAL, Texas 

Donyn Bird, MAL, Pennsylvania 

Carolyn Goodman, Atlanta Chapter 

Colette Goodman Samara, Atlanta Chapter 

Mary Mahoney, MAL, New York 

Debra Odenwald Crowley, MAL, Arizona 

Lynn Leslie Gadaleta, MAL, New York 

Susan Huggon-Mushaweh, MAL, Connecticut 

Gorgon Steward, MAL, Florida 

Bonnie Horn Locke, MAL, Florida 

Rebecca Hickman Johnson, MAL, Florida 

Sharolie Jansen, MAL, Texas 

Allyson Stiles Holgard, Denver Chapter 

Diane Madison Czypull, MAL, California 

Alyce Woodall Grady, Atlanta Chapter 

Barbara Hernandez, MAL, New York 

Karen Cott, Dallas Chapter 

Samantha (Faith) Bufton, MAL, California 

Lois Stine, MAL, California 

Robin LaBarge Rogers, Denver Chapter 

Lynn Prevost Chonko, MAL, South Carolina 

Kym E. Brown, Raleigh-Durham Chapter 

Robyn B. Fletcher, Raleigh-Durham Chapter 

Susan J. Geary, Raleigh-Durham Chapter 

Catherine Miller, Raleigh-Durham Chapter 

Elizabeth O’Mara, Raleigh-Durham Chapter 

Eileen Berg, O’Hare Chapter 

Linda Vigil Feeney, O’Hare Chapter 

Debby Foulks Cascarano, O’Hare Chapter 

Patty Howard French, O’Hare Chapter 

Julie Williams Hoffman, O’Hare Chapter 

Shirley Bruns Hopple, O’Hare Chapter 

Paulette Grayson King, O’Hare Chapter 

Nancy Moehring, O’Hare Chapter 

Barbara Rasmussen, O’Hare Chapter 

Linda Nelson Trumpeter, O’Hare Chapter 

Lori Liguori, Carefree Chapter 

Roberta Robush Psarakis, Carefree Chapter 

Alison Rowdan Throckmortin, Florida Suncoast 

Chapter 

Marsha Carson Dormire, Florida Gulf Coast Chapter 

Katleen Thorndike Hannant, Florida Gulf Coast 

Chapter 

Patricia Brennan, Long Island Chapter 

Karen Hill, Long Island Chapter 

Meryl Kowalsky, Long Island Chapter 

Sonia Rodriguez, Long Island Chapter 

Sharon Gregory Smith, Nashville Music Chapter 

Joanie Hynes Selby, San Diego Chapter 

Karen Sherbak Conner, MAL, California
 

Attention Chapter Presidents:  The above list is filled with new members who are members at large and not yet affiliated with 

a chapter. Make it a priority to contact those you think might be in your area. If they are, invite them to a chapter meeting – even if it’s 

a Zoom meeting – or event. Let them know that your chapter welcomes them and you look forward to meeting them in person.  
 

Maybe this should be adopted by The Kiwi Club as its official creed. This certainly  

describes our club… 

To laugh often and much…to win the respect of the intelligent people and the affection of children…to earn the appreciation of honest 

critics and endure the betrayal of false friends…to appreciate beauty…to find the best in others…to leave the world a bit better 

whether by a healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition…to know that one life has breathed easier because you 

lived here…This is to have succeeded.  Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

 

thekiwiclub.org 
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DID YOU KNOW FLYING COULD BE ART? 

Does the picture on the left look familiar? It was a window in the Boeing 767-MSN 

24243-N362AA, retired from American Airlines in 1988. The window came from this 767 

plane, purchased by Chris Moeckel, Atlanta Chapter, from a website which specializes in 

making wall art, furniture, jewelry, etc., from the fuselage, cockpit, passenger seats, and 

all parts of retired aircraft – from American Airlines, Braniff, Delta, Southwest, and many 

more airlines.  

If you’re interested, go to Wyldebyrdart.com and be prepared to get excited about tables made out of engine 

turbines, art made from cockpit gauges, jewelry, and on and on. There are all sorts of key chains, including those 

with city code names (above right); go to the website and find your base code. 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER IN DALLAS 
 

The Dallas Chapter got together at Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant to celebrate Christmas. Not to be outdone and to be sure they 

showed their beautiful faces, the masks were removed for a photograph.  

With and without – Shown L-R:  Fran Ragan, Sylvia Foley, Janie Thompson, Frank Cinatl, Pat Little, Clara Walker, Ruth Gibson, 

and Liz Thompson 
 

 

Happy in the Lowcountry 
 

Another chapter get-together – Lowcountry! Five members met 

at Skull Creek, Hilton Head, South Carolina in October to catch 

up. Smiling faces show the pleasure in having a face-to-face 

gathering.  

This chapter shows how well our different airline flight 

attendants have merged and bonded. Three of  the members in 

the photo are proof of the pudding. Lynn Bowman Harrington, 

TWA, Class 1967, and Chris Roush Urbain, TWA, Class 1967. 

Mary Jane Kelly, USAir, Class 1988, flew for TransAmerican 

prior to USAir.  These three aren’t the only members from our 

merged airlines, and, hopefully, won’t be the last. Everyone is 

welcome!   

 

 

 

The Kiwi Website  

thekiwiclub.org 

Visit your website and find all sorts of information, from how to give gift memberships, to 

past conventions, to uniforms, to chapters, chapter newsletters, deaths, forms for every 

occasion. We have whatever you need at your fingertips.  
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SPOTLIGHT 1960, 1961, 1962 
 

When former AA stewardesses tell me they once wore the light-blue 

summer uniform with the overseas hat, I’m often left wondering which 

one? There were four! The first of these was described in detail in my previous article.  

In 1960, the bolero jacket was replaced with a four-button jacket. Its design now identical to 

the navy winter one introduced at the end of 1958. Along with this modification, the pencil 

skirt was also altered to be worn shorter and not quite as tapered. As before, the uniform is 

complete with a white notch-collar blouse and a matching light-blue overseas hat. 

Then in 1961, this summer uniform changed again. But this time it was only the color, now 

made of a material that appeared more light gray than light blue. It even included light-gray 

buttons on the jacket. When comparing this uniform to the one from the previous year, the change in color is 

noticeable. 

Finally, in 1962, the summer uniform was returned to a shade of light blue that is much brighter than ever 

before. And, also included new light-blue buttons on the jacket. In my opinion, this last uniform is by far the 

prettiest of the different color variations. All three of these uniform styles are seen in these pictures. 

One of the most treasured pictures in my personal collection is this autographed photo given to me 

personally from Millie Alford.  She became the first Director of the new Stewardess College when it opened 

in the DFW area in 1957. Although the photo is sepia colored, she is 

wearing one of the light-blue summer uniforms. 

It was customary for American’s crew members to appear in publicity 

photos while on special assignments. Stewardess Colleen Blackenship, 

Class 62-5 is seen in the blue uniform holding a display of American’s 

new logo.  

Coming up next, AA stewardesses at long last received a new uniform hat. 

One that would prove to be the most difficult to wear. Stay tuned. 
 

 Craig Bowerman 
 

[Ed. Note]  In a previous issue of the Kaleidoscope, Craig Bowerman, Historian, Archival Uniform 

Collection, spotlighted American Airlines uniform of 1952-1953 and the movie, “Three Guys 

Named Mike,” starring Jane Wyman (her hat was from 1951). This just came in:  

Movie to Depict Experiences of Young Airline Stewardess 
By Elizabeth Toomey (New York – U.P.) 

“Be a movie star? Never!” firmly announced Ethel Wells just before she left on a month-long 

personal appearance tour that’d do justice to a movie queen. 

Ethel, better known by her nickname “Pug,” talked her way into having a movie made of her life as an airline stewardess, plus a 

dressing room on the set next to Jane Wyman’s, plus a bit in the movie and a full-time job as “technical director.” She’s in a hurry to 

get back to being a stewardess. 

“For one thing, they have to get up mighty early in the morning out there,” said Pug, a lively, round-faced brunette from Clarksdale, 

Mississippi. During 36 shooting days, she got up at 6 a.m. to be at the studio on time. “Then I was terrified when I got up in front of 

those cameras,” she said. “For the first time I knew what an airsick passenger feels like. I am just not an actress and I don’t believe in 

anybody doing somethin’ they can’t do well.” 

Pug was entertaining a passenger on her regular Chicago to Los Angeles flight with some of a stewardess’s experiences when a man in 

the next seat began paying close attention. “Next thing I knew I was having breakfast with my mother in Los Angeles and somebody 

from MGM Studios called me,” Pug said. That man in the next seat was William Wellman, movie director. He thought Pug’s story 

would make a good movie. 

“They were wonderful to me. My dressing room was right next to Jane Wyman’s and mine was just like hers. I even had one of those 

canvas chairs with my name on it. When I saw it all, I just cried, and Jane kept telling me to stop crying because my eyes would swell. 

I was going to be in a scene that morning.” 

The 27-year-old stewardess admits hers is a real Cinderella story. She rattled off the names of the 17 cities she’ll tour, starting today, 

like a train announcer. “But it all scares me. I’m strictly a girl from Mississippi, and I even have to make speeches on this tour,” she 

said with a shudder. 

Actually, a movie camera is said to be one of the few things that can halt her flow of enthusiastic chatter. “Somebody,” Pug said 

mischievously, had suggested having the world premiere of the movie in her home town, “Why, they’d have a full house there if 

nobody came but my cousins,” she said with a chuckle.   
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Greetings to all of our new and rejoining members at large! 
 

During this most extraordinary time in our lives, are you also finding ways to thrive?  Do you look forward to less stressful times by 

focusing on ways to find joy in each day of this pandemic? Are you staying connected with family and friends through the magic of 

emails, phone conversations, Zoom, FaceTime gatherings, and USPS letters and cards?  Are you reading good books, rediscovering 

the challenges of new or uncompleted crafts, watching good movies and documentaries?  Are you cleaning out long neglected 

drawers, cupboards, and closets, knowing others will benefit from your generous donations? 
 

If so, are you sharing your interests and endeavors with others?  By doing so…has it reminded you of all the exciting 

recommendations disseminated onboard?  Do you remember when we affectionately referred to the new-found knowledge as Galley 

Gab? (The connection continues because our current flight attendants also enjoy gaining such information through Galley Gab 

sessions.) 
 

How about sharing your Galley Gab throughout this year?  I’ll happily compile and disseminate a list of your suggestions and 

recommendations. 

Here are a few of mine: 
 

Books: Finding Meaning - The Sixth Stage of Grief, David Kessler 

Where The Crawdads Sing, Delia Owens 

The Flight Attendant, Chris Bohjalian (now available as a TV series, starring Kaley Cuoco)  

Man’s Search for Meaning, Viktor Frankel (a longtime favorite; my copy’s quite tattered from years of rereading it) 

Pat Conroy - all of his books 
 

Cooking: NY Times Cooking App: $40/year 

WhatsGabbyCooking.com - free  
 

Documentary: The Elephant Queen (Apple TV - free) 
 

Exercising: Walking - embracing the outdoor beauty (Actually, when we engage in any physical activity we enjoy, our hearts' soar.) 
 

Newsletter: WingsFoundation.com: Click: Blog & Newsletter / Click: Archives, followed by Join Our Mailing List 
 

Podcasts: The Teacher’s Pet — 2018, Hedley Thomas, Australian investigative  journalist, addresses the early 1980s’ unsolved 

disappearance of a young mother which resulted in the reopening of the case.  
 

Dear Life: Hosted by Christina Rasmussen who engages with a variety of guests, all highlighting inspirational, thought provoking, 

and motivational conversations by offering phenomenal insights regarding overcoming obstacles, resulting in more fulfilling and 

rewarding lives. 
 
 

Anxiously awaiting your feedback – Let’s soar – together. And gather in 2022 for the Fort Worth Kiwi Convention celebrating The 

Kiwi Club’s 70
th

 Anniversary!!!!   
 

My heart is with you, 

K.Lynn 

KiwiWings@iCloud.com 

                      How to Survive a Heart Attack if Alone 
 

Let’s say it’s 7:30 pm and you’re alone and on your way home after an unusually hard day on the job. You’re really 

tired, upset, and frustrated. 

Suddenly, you start experiencing severe pain in your chest that starts to drag out into your arm and up in to your 

jaw. You are only about five miles from the hospital nearest your home. Unfortunately, you don’t know if you’ll be 

able to make it that far. You have been trained in CPR, but the guy who taught the course didn’t tell you how to 

perform it on yourself. So…. 
 

Call 911! Unlock your door! Chew an Aspirin if you have one on hand (and you should always have one handy)! 
 

Alert: Since many people are alone when they suffer a heart attack and have only about 10 seconds before losing 

consciousness, they should do this:  

!Cough repeatedly and vigorously.  !Take a deep breath before each cough.  !The cough must be deep and prolonged 

as when producing sputum from deep inside your chest.  !A breath and a cough must be repeated every two seconds 

without let up until help arrives or until the heart starts to beat normally again.  

Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and coughing movements squeeze the heart and keep the blood circulating. The squeezing 

pressure on the heart also helps it regain normal rhythm. In this way, heart attack victims can get to a hospital. 

A cardiologist says if everyone who sees this information sends it to at least ten people, you can bet that you’ll have saved at least one 

life. And if you’ve seen this message before, don’t ignore it or get irritated. Just be happy that you have friends who care about you 

and keep reminding you how to deal with a heart attack.                                  Submitted by Casey Cacioppo-Bode, Golden Gate Chapter 
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And don’t forget cruise ships! Stewardesses, flight attendants, and Kiwis have travel in their 

DNA. 

This past year has put a bit of a crimp in our style!  However, we aren’t down and out. We 

are looking forward to a time when Kiwis can travel together and feel confident that we will 

not be cancelled due to a lock-down. Our eyes are focused on cruises and land-based trips.   

However…if you have the “travel bug” and can’t wait for us, please contact Mary Anne 

Bloomers Wallentine (mabloomers@aol.com) who will be able to help with your “bug.”  

Meantime, please let us know the destinations you want to see and would feel safe in 

visiting. We want to accommodate you and take you where you want to go. Before you 

know it, we will be on our way once again. That is the American Way! (pun intended). 

Shirlee Albrecht 

Travel Coordinator 

 

    Our Hearts are Heavy 

Please join me in remembering a great icon of the entertainment community. The Pillsbury Doughboy 

died yesterday of a yeast infection and trauma complications from repeated pokes in the belly. He was 

71 years of age. 

Doughboy was buried in a lightly greased coffin. Dozens of celebrities turned out to pay their respects, 

including Mrs.Butterworth, Hungry Jack, the California Raisins, Betty Crocker, Hostess Twinkies, and 

Captain Crunch. The grave site was piled high with flours. Aunt Jemima delivered the eulogy and 

lovingly described Doughboy as a man who never knew how much he was kneaded. 

Doughboy rose quickly in show business, but his later life was filled with turnovers. He was not 

considered a very smart cookie, wasting much dough on half -baked schemes. Despite being a little 

flaky at times, he still was a crusty old man and was considered a positive role model for millions.  

Doughboy is survived by his wife Play Dough, three children: John Dough, Jane Dough and Dosey 

Dough, plus they had one in the oven. He is also survived by his elderly father, Pop Tart.  

The funeral was held at 350 for about 20 minutes. 

Contributed by Murphy Robbins, Golden Gate Chapter 

 

 

L-R:  Debbie Carvata, AA; Stephanie Butler, O’Hare Chapter; 

Valorie Stansberry, F/A at IOR and Wings Rep; Eloise Smith, 

O’Hare Chapter; John Jirschele, former Chief Pilot ORD and 

Silver Stripe member, at a Silver Stripes luncheon at Pilot Pete’s 

Restaurant, Schaumburg Airport, IL.   

 

Near Left:  

Jerry Ann Piontkowski 

remodeling in the middle of the 

pandemic. Water damage 

necessitated repairs so she went 

all out and is getting a new 

kitchen and den. Jerry Ann keeps 

the Louisville Chapter alive. 

 

 

Far Left:  

Bette Sue Carpenter Rowe, 

Louisville Chapter, won the 

$9,000 Grand Prize at a Realtor’s 

event. Instead of getting a 

Harley, she gave the $9,000 back 

to help others. True Kiwi 

generosity! 
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PROBLEM SOLVED! 
 

Gerrie Skaggs McAlhany, Historian, Archives, has been not only the gatherer/recorder of our history for many years, but she has also 

been the “storage house” for all the material. Without Gerrie, we would be without our history. 

Unfortunately, a time came recently when Gerrie could no longer store the many boxes filled 

with memorabilia, both from our flying days with American Airlines and our Kiwi items. Since 

Gerrie was in the process of moving and had no place to store the boxes (plus more boxes that 

were stored in her son’s home), she was frantic to find a safe haven for them.  

She reached out for solutions. There were many offers to help, but none quite fit the bill. Enter 

our National President, Sam Gooch! Sam immediately contacted a Music City Nashville 

Chapter member and his realtor (Sam is moving to 

the area in the near future), Tara Braun, who quickly 

found a reasonably priced storage unit which is 

perfect and climate controlled. Tara and Gerrie 

moved all the boxes from Gerrie’s old home and her 

son’s into the new storage room, and in just two 

days!  

As you can see from the photos, one box has been 

separated from the others, setting all alone like a 

“bad box” in a corner. This box is filled with pins: 

wings, hat pins, charms, service pins, etc., plus the 

shadow box collection of service pins that belonged to Kay Hansen (The Kiwi Club’s 

Counselor, deceased in 1989). The box sets away from the others so it won’t be crushed and 

destroy the shadow box.  

Gerrie has put in her resignation as Historian/Archives, effective as soon as a new historian can be found. And though she will no 

longer be the recipient of our historical items, she will be available to give advice and assistance to the new keeper.  

Needless to say, The Kiwi Club and all its members owe Gerrie a huge debt of gratitude for all the work she has done over the years!  
 

Reconnecting… 
A Kiwi was busy unpacking after a move to a new state. Though she wanted to find a new chapter, she was too busy getting settled in 

her new home. One day she decided to take a short break and enjoy reading the latest edition of the Kiwi Kaleidoscope. Within the 

pages she spotted the name of one of her classmates, this only because original last names (those on the flight attendant applications) 

are used in the newsletter when possible. It turned out the two lived near each other and reconnected – in the same chapter. 

Right after posting information about joining The Kiwi Club on a Facebook page, a United Airlines flight attendant asked about a 

college friend who had become an American Airlines stewardess. The Kiwi Club’s database confirmed the membership and the two 

have enjoyed lengthy phone conversations with promises of getting together when the pandemic ends. 

After returning from working a Tokyo trip, a Kiwi flew to California for a high-school reunion. A classmate (unaffiliated with AA) 

asked the Kiwi if she knew a certain flight attendant who was an old roommate. The Kiwi not only knew the long-lost flight 

attendant/roommate, but the two of them had just worked a trip together! Before long, the old roommates reconnected. 

When a Kiwi and her husband moved to a new state, she felt certain she’d never again enjoy the warmth and friendships she cherished 

in her original chapter. Word passed…the Club informed the chapter in the new location about this Kiwi coming their way. She was 

given an invitation, which she accepted, and went to a meeting. When she walked into the hosting house, she was elated to find 

several familiar faces. 

Reconnection – one of the many benefits that come with membership in The Kiwi Club. 

 

Sleigh Bells Ring and We’re Listening…. 

Although the “incarceration” this past year has kept us mostly out of action, the Florida Gulf Coast Chapter didn’t forget to be 

generous. We usually ask each member to bring two children’s presents and women’s jewelry (so the children can give their moms a 

gift also) to the Christmas party. This year, although there was no party, the Kiwi elves donated lots of goodies and busily wrapped 

packages with brightly colored paper, ribbons, and all the trimmings to deliver to the Hope Family Services Shelter.  

I filled my car trunk and Jane Rodgers Telander filled her van with all these goodies and we took off in our “sleighs” to deliver 

Christmas. The Shelter was thrilled to have all these beautifully wrapped presents. Not only were the people at the Shelter made 

happy, but the Florida Gulf Coast elves were happy to be doing something good in spite of the virus. True Christmas Spirit.  

Kat Applegate Walton, President 

Florida Gulf Coast Chapter 
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