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This is a one-time hard-copy mailing of the Kiwi Kaleidoscope to those who normally read the 

newsletter online. In the future you will continue to receive issues online. Those who have opted to 

receive a hard copy via U.S. mail will continue to receive their copies as usual. The newsletter will 
continue to be featured on the Kiwi official website.   

 

MEMORY LANE 
 

Since Convention 2020 in Las Vegas was taken away from us, your editor decided to take you down memory lane. See if you can 

identify which convention each of these pieces of artwork created by our resident artist, Mary Thrasher, represented (they aren’t in 

order and certainly don’t represent all of our conventions). There’s also a photo that everyone will remember…our own Boots and 

Barb doing their thing; they are missed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve played Indians (or PC, Native Americans) without cowboys, laughed 

hilariously as our members performed at skit night, hit golf balls, some of us 

good, some not, cruised while the entire ship’s voyagers congregated to 

watch us strut our stuff, enjoyed the desert, whooped up in Texas (several 

times) while doing the Texas two-step, walked the Navy Pier, visited Scarlett 

and enjoyed Southern hospitality, hit the slots several times, celebrated our 

nation’s beginnings, danced the conga in many cities, ate Chinese food in 

Chinatown, rode trollies, put on our bling to go with our denim jeans, 

cowboy hats and boots, enjoyed our national monuments, and for years 

enjoyed our own Boots & Barb and their hilarious acts. They were  a 

blessing! I could go on and on describing Kiwi fun, but you really had to be 

there. With that in mind, don’t give up on us – think 2022 when we once more head for Texas to celebrate our 70
th

 Anniversary and 

enjoy lots of Kiwi fun. Our artist and coeditor, Mary Thrasher, will entrance us once more with a charming convention logo creation.  

 



Page 2             Kiwi Kaleidoscope 

 

From the Prez…  
 

Dear Kiwis, 
 

This issue of the Kiwi Kaleidoscope is being mailed to all members of The Kiwi Club via U.S. Postal Service. 

This is a one-time hard-copy mailing to those of you who normally read your newsletter online; future issues will 

be available for you online. Those who have opted to receive the hard copy via U.S. mail will continue to receive 

copies as usual.  

All of us know that these last few months have been trying times for everyone, including The Kiwi Club. The National Executive 

Board is holding meetings via Zoom, and although it isn’t the same as face-to-face meetings, some business is getting done. We are so 

hoping we will be able to have a face-to-face meeting in January 2021. 

In a Zoom meeting this month, a lively discussion broke out with ideas flying across the “air waves.” Many of these ideas are going to 

be utilized. One suggestion was that each member of the board and support staff reach out to members, both chapters and members at 

large, to see what is going on, how they are coping, are they staying busy, are they being cared for or in need, what are they doing to 

keep their chapters alive, are their charities suffering because of the incarceration, are they managing meetings and get-togethers in 

spite of social distancing, what can be done for members at large to keep them in the loop, reassuring them that we care and are 

available…these calls are already being made and keeping members informed and up to date is a top priority.  

As a line flight attendant, things are very strange right now. With the loss of 8,100 flight attendants being furloughed from AA, spirits 

are dampened. Those mid-range-seniority flight attendants have now fallen back to reserve status and their flying is limited. 

Passengers are at the end of their patience having to be cramped into flying tubes with little or no service. If you fly during the 

holidays, please take a moment to say hello to the working crew and let them know that you are a Kiwi and we have their backs. 

As much as possible, plans are underway for Convention 2022 in Ft. Worth, Texas, the site of our first Kiwi chapter. We will be 

celebrating the 70
th

 year of this organization! The DFW/Mid-Cities Chapter is our host, and you can be assured of a warm Texas 

welcome. We will be celebrating two conventions – not only the 2022 convention, but the canceled 2020 convention.  

Remember, the National Board is your board, and we are here to help you in any way we can.   

Wishing you all the best throughout the Holiday Season!  

Sam Gooch 

Sam Gooch 

National President, 2020-2022 

 

We can’t control the winds, but we can adjust the sails. 

 

 

WHAT DOES THE NATIONAL BOARD DO FOR US? WHY DO I NEED TO PAY NATIONAL 

DUES? WHY CAN’T I JUST PAY CHAPTER DUES? 

 

Members who complain about the cost of belonging to The Kiwi Club ask these questions. To answer them, plain 

and simply spoken, without your National Board there is no Kiwi Club. The board is the glue that holds us 

together. Without these men and women who give their time, we are only individuals who once flew or who are 

now flying for American Airlines. There would be no organization. 

Just because you flew for American Airlines does not make you an automatic member of The Kiwi Club. And yes, 

you must have been online with AA (or one of the airlines that AA merged with or purchased) to qualify to join 

this club. However, you have to join The Kiwi Club! This club is a chartered organization and the oldest one of its 

kind. If you do not pay National dues, you are not a member. You cannot “join” by paying only chapter dues.  

Most of us have enjoyed a long history with The Kiwi Club – I certainly have – and unless we support the organization by paying 

national dues, thus  joining, we will become almost extinct – like our namesake. If this happens, we will then only be a group of 

stewardesses/flight attendants who meet occasionally just to socialize with friends. It is a privilege to be associated with The 

Kiwi Club, so don’t let this happen.  

I have served on the National Board and know first-hand what this club is all about and how hard both board members and 

support staff work for you. I believe in it. I urge all of you to support an organization that has given so much to so many for 

so many years – The Kiwi Club. 

Jo Sharp McFadden 

Denver and Oklahoma City Chapters  
 

We’re your board and always available to you!  
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                     WHERE DO YOUR DUES GO? 
First, we didn’t have a convention, but – 

thanks to the diligence of our National 

Meeting Site Coordinator Polly Toll 

Goodman – the registration fee and 

Optional Event money have been 

refunded to those who had paid. Of 

course, some of the expense of putting 

on the convention was a loss. We were 

fortunate that all of the chapters and 

individual donors have requested that 

the monies they donated be rolled over into Convention 2022.  

Second, since many have asked, here is a snapshot of the 

allocation of your dues. As you can see, the board works 

diligently to stay within the bounds of the monies available.  

Fourteen dollars of your dues goes into a convention fund. 

Chapters and individuals donate to help defray the costs as the 

registration fee doesn’t cover much more than meals. There are 

room rentals (registration, hospitality, Delegates Reception, 

Member at Large Caucus, storage, luncheon and banquet rooms, 

Delegates Meeting, etc.),  equipment rentals,  VIP guest (if any), 

printing, postage, hotel inspections, to name some. As you can 

see, $14 doesn’t begin to cover the cost of a convention.  

In the past, we’ve been fortunate to have the Opportunity 

Tickets, donated by American Airlines, to help us raise 

convention funds, and nice tote bags, donated by the American 

Airlines Federal Credit Union. The AAFCU also mails out the 

registration packets for convention. Remember, these donations 

are on a convention-to-convention basis and are not guaranteed.  

Twenty dollars of your dues goes to Operations. While the board 

is not presently meeting, we’re still doing business: postage, 

printing, memorial donations, uniforms, website, computers, 

eBlast, CPA, taxes, Kiwi Kaleidoscope, plus miscellaneous 

expenses.  

Fifteen dollars of your dues money goes to board meetings 

covering airfare, hotel rooms, meeting rooms, and per diem (a 

small fee to cover some of the cost of attending board members 

and communications support staff). This $15 usually contributes 

to the cost of two travel days and one meeting day. The meetings 

start at 9A and continue until we finish business – no matter the 

hour. If possible, we meet with a local chapter for lunch or dinner 

so they can get to know their board. That cost is not covered in 

board’s expenses. We share rooms – or if a single room is 

preferred, then the occupant must pay the other half of the room 

charge. All in all, your board members work for approximately 

38 cents per hour. 

One dollar of your dues goes to the National Kiwi Fund, a fund 

that is allocated in the National Bylaws for use in helping Kiwis 

in need. Donations  keep the amount at a viable level. 

Don’t you think that dues of $50 every two years is a small price 

to pay to be a member of this wonderful organization? 

Jo Sharp McFadden

 

MESSAGE FROM 2
ND

 VICE PRESIDENT CONNIE LEIGHLITER BUDGE 

Dues season is an extra busy time for your 2
nd

 Vice President – updating and verifying the Kiwi database information for our 1,200-

plus members and adding new members, ensuring all addresses, emails, telephones, etc., are correct.  

Email addresses are especially important. They make sure you receive your newsletter, the Kiwi Kaleidoscope, via the internet (some 

of you receive the newsletter via U.S. mail), and updates from our National President and Executive Board. It is extremely important 

that you send any changes in your personal information to me as quickly as possible to kiwiclub@aol.com.  

I’m looking forward to celebrating The Kiwi Club’s 70
th

 Anniversary with all of you at Convention 2022 in Ft. Worth, Texas, the site 

of our first Kiwi chapter.  

Stay well and safe! Sending Kiwi hugs from South Carolina. 

Connie 

 

ALERT:  JANUARY 2021 – All members who have not paid 2020-2022 National dues will be moved to the Kiwi database’s 

INACTIVE LIST. They will no longer receive the Kiwi Kaleidoscope, National President Updates, convention information, or have 

access to The Kiwi Club website. Re-activating membership – at any time – will require a $50 dues payment plus a potential late fee.  

 

The Atlanta Chapter has a member who is almost a one-woman whirlwind. Chris Strommer Moeckel has created 

and sold scarves (beautiful silk scarves decorated with kiwi birds, regular birds, planes, and more) for Kiwis and 

Wings with the proceeds going to the ATL Chapter’s charities. The “regular” scarves are now on sale in a 

downtown Alpharetta (ATL area) boutique, with a percentage of the proceeds from sales also going to the ATL 

Chapter. She is currently preparing new pages for both the national and local websites and will be posting a new 

album on her Facebook page. Chris has volunteered to do pick-ups for the Thanksgiving food donations and also 

for an early start on Toys for Tots donations. All this and she has once again taken on the job of Kiwi Traveling 

Uniform Collection Coordinator. Wow! Thanks, Chris, for all you do for this club. 
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NATIONAL ENDEAVOR 

 

Although the world is still in trauma with Covid, your National Executive Board has been busy trying to conduct “business as usual” 

despite all the constraints of the pandemic. As the past president, my duties entail not only presiding as the parliamentarian, but in 

overseeing The Kiwi Club’s National Endeavor – Wings Foundation.  

November is the club’s National Endeavor Month in which our entire membership – chapters and members at large – makes a 

concerted effort to raise money for Wings. Please don’t forget your working flight attendants who may need our financial assistance 

during these unprecedented times.  

Go to the official website of the club – thekiwiclub.org – and click on the Forms link. You will find a form there to use for 

submitting donations to Wings. And remember, if you send a donation directly to Wings or to a base, please notify me or the National 

Treasurer so that The Kiwi Club will receive credit for the donation. 

Since many of us have used Amazon these past few months for our shopping, a reminder of another way to contribute to Wings:  

Amazon Smile lets you choose a charity you are supporting with each order. Please indicate Wings, and a percentage of your purchase 

will be donated to Wings. So far, Wings has received $4,735.96 from orders using Smile. Go to smile.amazon.com to make your 

purchases 

Our donation totals for this term, as of the end of September, are $9,308, bringing the total monies donated to Wings from The Kiwi 

Club to a huge $559,730. The Los Angeles Chapter has donated almost $100,000 to the National Endeavor since 1976, the year the 

Endeavor started, and the Carefree Chapter has donated over $65,000 since being chartered fifteen years ago! And that’s just two 

chapters! Let’s see how much we can give in this year of need.  

Kathy Poppenberg Kridel 

National Endeavor Coordinator 
 

CONVENTION 2022 
Celebrating 70 Years of Kiwi Friendship, Fun, and Philanthropy 

Polly Toll Goodman, National Meeting Site Coordinator 
 

As you know, in mid-March when we made the painful decision 

to cancel “The Sky’s the Limit” 2020 National Kiwi Convention, 

we had the hopeful expectation that we would be able to 

reschedule something for this fall. However, it is now obvious 

that we will not be able to go forward with any 2020 national 

meeting plans. Our focus now is on making our 2022 

convention extra special and Double the Fun!  

The DFW/Mid-Cities Chapter has extended the invitation and is 

looking forward to planning a very special 70
th

 Anniversary 

celebration in the place where it all began in 1952 – Fort Worth, 

Texas!  

Due to the Covid-19 situation, we have been unable to select the 

exact dates and hotel. We anticipate being able to move forward 

soon to confirm when and where our celebration will take place. 

When the details are firm, we will post them on the website and 

in the Kiwi Kaleidoscope for all to see and begin making plans. 

For our members who missed their 50
th

 Anniversary reunion 

celebration in 2020, the plans are simply on hold. The “Peace, 

Love, and Wine,” plus a separate 50
th

 anniversary reunion 

celebration for the 1971-72 classes, will be on the convention 

schedule. Double the Fun!  
The Opening Luncheon will include recognition of the chapters 

who were honored for their philanthropy and the individual 

award recipients for their dedication to our organization during 

2018-2020, as well as the winners for 2020-2022. Again, Double 

the Fun!  

Our Kiwi Club – the first organization of its kind – will be 

celebrating our 70th Anniversary! It’s going to be a memorable 

party, one you won’t want to miss. If you have never attended a 

Kiwi national convention, 2022 is definitely the year to start. We 

promise friendship, fun, and a bit of nostalgia – plus a few 

surprises thrown in. 

 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE OR TOO EARLY! 
 

You didn’t get rid of me! Although canceling our convention also canceled our Charity Silent Auction, we’re working on 2022! Your 

donations mean a lot as they support both Wings Foundation (our club’s National Endeavor) and the National Kiwi Fund, a fund that 

supports our members who are in need.  

Before you know it, we will be gathering in Fort Worth in 2022. We want to make our auction bigger and better, but need your help in 

doing so. Surely, during this pandemic you have been on a cleaning spree to help alleviate boredom. Don’t throw those Kiwi or 

American Airlines stuff away. We want them! They sell!  

Our thanks to all of you for caring enough to make this auction a success. See you in 2022!  

Cindi Youts Sanders, Chairman 
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Letter to Members at Large 

K-Lynn Hoffmann Yelvington, Vice President 
 

Greetings to all from your newly recycled National Vice President! 

I thoroughly enjoyed working with and getting to know you 

during the 2018-2020 term, and I am remaining with you and 

supporting you again throughout the current term. As such, I and 

the rest of the National Board enthusiastically welcome our new 

members at large; we are embracing you with socially distanced 

Kiwi hugs! 

As during the previous term, I am honored to serve you and 

promise to provide you with first-class service, keeping you 

updated and answering any questions. If you are interested in 

finding a chapter, I’ll direct you; if you are interested in starting a 

chapter, together we’ll prepare for takeoff; if you provide me with 

information on someone who is eligible for membership, I’ll 

follow up on your lead; or if you want to talk, I’m a good listener 

and talker – but, then, aren’t we all? 

Here’s a huge thanks to the many members at large (MALs) who 

paid their 2020-2022 dues during the summer. Bravo! But, if you 

haven’t paid your dues yet, please click on one of the following 

two options on our website: Under the Forms link, click on 

Membership Form, complete the form online, print, and mail – 

along with your $50 check made payable to The Kiwi Club. Or 

you can click on Membership Form, print the form, complete, and 

mail with your check. Send either way to the National Treasurer.  

If you move, change your name, phone number, or email, please 

send new information – promptly – to the 2
nd

 Vice President so 

that your records can be updated in the data base. (Board 

information is given on the last page of this newsletter.) 

Please visit our wonderful website, thekiwiclub.org often for fun 

and pertinent information. Members at large have a special “MAL 

Corner” with periodic updates. 

During this most challenging time, please know The Kiwi Club is 

here to help lift your spirits. Together, through mutual loving 

support, we will find our way through this turbulent time and soar 

to new heights.  

 

KIWI TRAVEL 
Shirlee Keyes Albrecht, Travel Coordinator 

In two words:  Pandemic and Covid-19!  If 2020 had unfolded as most of us planned, many of us would have 

boarded the Sky Princess for our Fall Leaves Cruise up the New England coast. But, alas, things in 2020 have 

not gone as planned.  

Kiwis still want to travel; however, we just have to wait until it is safe to do so. Because of our optimistic 

natures, we are keeping our options open and will get back on the calendar again. 

Mary Anne Bloomer Wallentine, Travel Consultant/Agent/Kiwi, and I are in contact and hope to have another 

trip planned that will tickle your fancy. Look forward to enjoying some galley chat, renewing friendships, and 

making new friends, all things Kiwis are good at doing.  

Meantime, make time to look at some beautiful fall leaves and let your mind wander…it could have been you 

leaning on the rail of a beautiful ship looking at nature’s wonders – and hopefully  could be in the future. 

Stay tuned to the Kiwi official website for more information, and let me know if you have a trip idea you would 

like us to explore. 

Aloha,  

Shirlee 

 

DO IT YOURSELF COVID TEST 

 If you haven’t tried this, get your favorite bottle out and see if it works.  

 1.      Pour a large glass of red or white wine; try to smell it. 

2.       If you can smell the wine, then drink it and see if you can taste it. 
3.       If you can taste it and smell it that confirms you don’t have Covid. 
  

Last night I did the test 19 times and all were negative, thank God. 
 

Tonight I am going to do the test again because this morning I woke with a headache and feel like I am coming down with something 
and want to be sure I’m okay.  
 

CAN YOU BELIEVE 107??? 

Our beloved Viv Jorgensen, Past National President of The Kiwi Club, turned 107 years old in October 2020. A small dinner party 

was held to celebrate the occasion. Viv is awesome: she isn’t on any medications, she has her mental faculties, eats three meals a day, 

and loves her Kiwis! Many of us showered her with cards for this momentous occasion, and her caregiver said that Viv was so grateful 

to be remembered. Way to go, Viv! How about 108? 
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   SPOTLIGHT 1959 – PART TWO 

 

This uniform was as sleek as a 707. After wearing the light brown summer uniform for the 

past 17 years, it was definitely time for a change.  

Introduced in 1959, this light-blue summer uniform’s style was only worn for that one 

year. For this reason, the uniform is extremely rare and one of the hardest to find. It 

featured the “Bolero,” a new jacket design. The uniform has a very long and narrow pencil 

skirt and continued to be worn with a white notch-collar blouse and matching light-blue 

overseas hat.  

    I am pleased to let everyone know there are now two jackets, two skirts, one blouse, and 

one hat in the Kiwi Archive Uniform Collection (see photos).  

    In these photos, is AA Stewardess Ruth Marlene Johnson on graduation day, back row, 

sixth from the left. When the new Stewardess College opened in 1957, all graduation class 

pictures were taken at the facility, usually photographed standing on the stairs. Strangely, this class picture 

was taken in front of the stairs and not on them.  

    Also pictured is AA Stewardess Becky McCraken Dieffenderfer wearing 

this uniform with an optional head scarf.  It is not known if the scarf was 

provided by AA as part of the uniform or if stewardesses purchased them from 

a retail store. They were very popular to protect hair and hat in inclement 

weather. What I like about this scarf is that it gave the stewardesses a 

glamorous Audrey Hepburn look.  
     

Fasten your seat belts everyone! Coming up next…the “Swinging ‘60s”!  

There were more uniform style changes 

in the 1960s than at any other time in the 

history of American Airlines, from the conservative beginning of the 

decade to the “far out” end. There’s more to come…. 

 

Craig Bowerman, Historian 

The Kiwi Club’s Archival Uniform Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

1952 - The First Kiwi Club National Board and Charter Members 
Front Row, L-R:  Doyle Derry Scott, President, Virginia Woodby Conrad, Pat Green Benson 

Back row L-R:  Ruth Jorgensen Smock, Evelyn Leedy McCormick , Jean McKiel Wells, Nell Mitchum Mitchell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Right:  Charter Members 
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FLOWN WEST 
 

Virginia Cox Lafon 

Memphis Chapter 

Class 1946-11 

Died 4/10/2020 
 

Nancy Redmond 

Manhattan Chapter 

Class not available 

Died 4/30/2020 
 

Peggy Kuniewicz Hoffend 

Washington, D.C. Chapter 

Class 1968/14 

Died 4/30/2020 
 

Jerry Bass Jennings 

Oklahoma City Chapter 

Class 1949/8 

Died 5/18/2020 
 

Catherine MacMillan Seaman 

Member at Large (formerly DC) 

Class 1940 

Died 4/20/2020 
 

Francis Cockrell Woodward 

Member at Large 

Class not available 

Died 6/13/04 
 

Arlene Bourne Goodes 

Carefree Chapter 

Class 1961/9 

Died 6/3/18 
 

Paula Yochum Blackmar 

Denver Chapter 

Class 1964/03 

Died 4/6/20 
 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Colley Kennedy 

Florida Gulf Coast, Long Island 

Chapters 

Class 1946/10 

Died 5/30/20 
 

Nancy McGowan 

Golden Gate Chapter 

Class unknown 

Died 1/20/20 
 

Barbara Wulf  Browns 

Golden Gate Chapter 

Class 1963 

Died 5/7/20 
 

Betty Jean Davis Fitzgerald 

Raleigh-Durham Chapter 

Class 1947/08 

Died 6/10/20 
 

Juanita Larson Starr 

Chicago Chapter 

Class 1941/11 

Died 5/26/20 
 

Hilary Browne Coffman 

Hawaii Chapter (formerly) 

Class 1965 

Died 1/14/19 
 

Rita Jean Sinnott 

Golden Gate Chapter 

Class 1947 

Died 7/16/20 
 

Joan Mitchell McFetridge 

Golden Gate Chapter 

Class 1952/12 

Died 6/27/20 
 

 

 

 

Kathleen Dugan Shinkle 

Chicago North Shore Chapter 

Class 1959/14 

Died 8/19/20 
 

Margie Pipkin Sanders 

Memphis Chapter 

Class 1946/04 

Died 6/22/20 
 

Betty Barlow Agee 

Memphis Chapter 

Class 1952/04 

Died 8/4/20 
 

Nina Ross Montgomery 

Colorado Springs Chapter 

Class 1953/06 

Died 7/4/20 
 

Karen Cain Richardson 

South Bay Chapter 

Class 1965/01 

Died 7/31/20 
 

Beverly Lundgren 

Tulsa Chapter 

Class unknown 

Died 8/28/20 
 

Patti Keown DeLuna 

Golden Gate Chapter 

Class 1995/18 

Died 9/17/20 
 

Mary Kay Jones Burch 

San Diego Chapter 

Class 1944/05 

Died 8/21/20 
 

Dorothy Krejci 

Houston Chapter 

Class 1965 

Died 11/14/19 

         NEW MEMBERS 
 

Joyce Lynn Adkins, Member at Large, Novato, California 

Susan Cook Henry, Washington DC Chapter 

Julie Feck Snow, Orange County/Long Beach Chapter 

Janice “Jege” E.G. Enyedi, Orange County/Long Beach Chapter 

Jan Dunnigan Zeppegno, Golden Gate Chapter 

Linda Valesano Rossi, Dallas Chapter 

Janice Howard, Member at Large, Las Vegas, Nevada 

Holland Shaw, Orange County/Long Beach Chapter 

Franci Gillette-MacAdam, Orange County/Long Beach Chapter 

Jessica Washington, Member at Large, Bay Shore, New York 

Ginny Grogan Greiner, Member at Large, Ohio             

Janet Gregory Flowers, Member at Large, Missouri 

Allison Ketner, Bollman, Carefree Chapter 

Suzanne Russell Siple, Long Island, New York 

           Susan Ross Anderson, Member at Large, New York 

           Kathryn Horne McGee, Member at Large, Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas  
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NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 

Kay Middleton 

Golden Gate Chapter 

September is normally “National Preparedness Month,” but since September has come and gone, let’s pretend that November is that 

month and use that quarantine time to get prepared.  

For at least five years I have had a “go” bag packed for emergencies – fire, flood, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes. It contains: 

 Prescriptions (keep updated) 

 Basic medications (over the counter) 

 Glasses, including sunglasses 

 Cash – lots! 

 Credit card – one 

 Passport 

 Book(s) or Kindle 

 Transistor radio 

 Flashlight and batteries 

 Battery backup device for cell phone 

 Clothes – summer and/or winter  

 Underwear, nightgown or PJs, socks 

 Shoes and hat 

 Toiletries and makeup 

 Sleep mask 

 Scissors, sewing kit 

 Hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, baby wipes (there 

may be no water –means no shower) 

 Property tax bill (proof that you belong in the area) 

 

In my nightstand, I keep a flashlight and shoes to grab (in case of broken glass). In the garage I keep bottled water, a bag of canned 

food and a can opener, dry food and dishes plus a carrier for Mulligan, my dog. Never forget your pets! Photos of everything in my 

house (updated) downloaded onto my computer and copied to flash drives. The flash drives are in a safety box and in Cloud storage. I 

included everything in my cabinets, drawers, closet, cubby, and garage. A garage has lots of stuff in it worth hundreds to thousands of 

dollars. And don’t forget the yard – pots, furniture, arbors, and statuary, again worth lots of money. 

Plus include all the stuff you might need to “hang out” somewhere for a few days or (yikes!) weeks. 

Before I started flying with American Airlines, I was an Insurance Adjustor with Travelers Insurance Co., assigned to homeowners’ 

claims. The knowledge I gained has been invaluable. Usually, you would have receipts or paperwork to prove your claims, but in a 

total loss you won’t have anything! If your house is destroyed, remembering everything would be impossible, so photos are reminders 

and necessities – keep them safe! 

I am passing these “reminders” on to you, hoping you will use them. I sleep better at night knowing that I am prepared for whatever 

may come my way and know that you will also.  
 

What it means to hang up our wings… 

No one saw this coming – it was impossible to see, this invisible tsumani that has touched and changed us all. But what did it do to us 

as flight crews, so quickly, is ours to feel and own. We share a kinship to each other that few professions know. 

    Most of us began this career not knowing how deep it seeps into our souls. This freedom that flying brings. We are the freest of 

spirits, never knowing the monotony of routine. Our office changes every time we take off. New people, new faces, new colleagues, 

new places.  

    It’s a world where the northern lights are our panoramic view, where comets and stars shoot by us as we soar above the spheres. 

There’s a light of delight in all of us as we stare down at the earth below us, gazing at the polar caps or the thousands of islands that 

float on our seas. 

    Some spirits take to the land, some to the ocean, or climb the mountain tops. But our spirits fly! We go…we soar…we explore. This 

gorgeous world is populated with just one kind of man to us: mankind, human kind, all with something to share. An Amazonian 

woman will show off her jewelry made from the seeds from her trees as a man in Calcutta has a spice made from his. And we know 

this because we tour their markets, their festivals, and plazas. Taking in the sights and sounds of a world that is not so big to us, 

bypassing sleep to excite all our senses in the hours between arriving and leaving. 

    We never lived by the days of the week, we live a month at a time, a month encompassing its own destinations, and days off filled 

with plans of our other life at home. 

    To all of us, this pandemic changed our lives. So many, many of us will not be together for a while, and some have hung up their 

wings. What a blessing it is to have known, and shared, and experienced our world with the most wonderful and dynamic colleagues 

in our skies. Such is a life well lived. 

Michelle Soto de Carvalho 

American Airlines Flight Attendant 

Wings Foundation Co-Director, LAX 

The Corona Writings at 3a.m. 
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FLYING IN THE TIME OF CORONA – A Tribute to Flight Attendants 
 

When I was in college, whenever an airline was hiring flight attendants, one of 

my friends would bring in a newspaper ad from the airline, and she would get 

excited over it. She would tell me how some day we could visit the Eiffel 

Tower, toss a coin in Fontana de Trevi, sing “New York, New York” in Times 

Square, and touch the walls of the Taj Mahal. We were 19 years old and 

couldn’t wait to see the world.  

    My friend didn’t become a flight attendant, but I did. In 2003 I was chosen to 

be one of the 82 applicants among thousands who were picked for training to 

become a flight attendant. I flew ten hours from my hometown to get there. I 

learned about CPR, how to carry and transfer a bomb to the least risk area, what shade of foundation suits my skin best, and, yes, how 

to brew coffee! 

    At the end of my two-month training, I was able to convince the instructors that I knew how to tell the difference between a heart 

attack and heart burn and how to give the proper first aid. I knew how to kill a fire and deliver a baby. I showed them that I could 

evacuate a full-load flight in 90 seconds, including opening heavy aircraft doors. I took tests on how to handle a hijack, and how to 

survive in extreme temperatures in case of a crash landing or ditching. The most challenging part of this training, to me, was to 

memorize the exact location and number of all the first-aid kits, fire extinguishers, and the rest of the equipment inside the aircraft – 

too many to mention. So, after sliding down a mock-up plane, swimming, and erecting a canopy, I passed the training and finally 

earned by wings! 

    Yes! I traveled the world, but what no one had told me was that there would be many times I would choose to sleep in and have in-

room dining instead of sightseeing, going to restaurants and museums; my whole body would just be too exhausted.  

    No one told me that the jet lag from transatlantic flights could put me down for a day of amazing unproductiveness, or that my 

hormones would be in chaos! No one told me that I would miss Christmas, birthdays, my brother’s wedding. I was 35,000 feet above 

sea level when my nanny died, when our cat died, and even when my dad died. No one told me that I would always be the last to meet 

the family’s niece or nephew. No one told me that a flight attendant doesn’t have weekends; time is not our own. We are just fleeting 

visitors wherever we go. 

    Oh, but those wings! The power they brought…fancy hotels, breakfast buffets, high-ceilinged rooms in the Grand Via Veneto in 

Rome, truffle eggs being served at the Grand Hotel Kempinski in Geneva – all perks my wings afforded. To some, their wings gave 

them Rolex and Hermes; mine paid for my brother, sister, and niece’s schools. For that, I will forever be grateful. My wings gave me 

the power to be with loved ones no matter how short the time. My best friend once was devastated over a breakup. My wings brought 

me to her in LA for a night of tears, laughter, booze, and off-key Karaoke.  

My wings also gave me a team in which to belong. There is a special bond between flight attendants because of the unique kind of life 

we live; it is like no other. We never say “I’m flying to Maldives,” we say “I have Maldives.” We trade: we say things like “Who 

wants Frankfurt? I need Milan.” We talk like we own the whole damn world! I guess we do. 

    We drink soup from paper cups like it’s coffee, we use military time, we can finish a meal in 30 seconds while standing up between 

meal service and clearance. We hate it when passengers stand up as soon as the plane lands. We laugh when they clap after the plane 

lands, and we love it when they thank us for the flight and our service. 

    Our terminology is different: Airplane is for passengers; aircraft is for flight attendants. We talk in dates even if it’s just the next 

day. We never know what day it is, but we remember what supermarket is closest to our hotel. We may have loved working with 

someone specifically, but not know their name – R2 or L5 may be the only names we know for that day. We all have awakened up in 

the middle of the night, panicking, forgetting where we are. We see beautiful places, but usually don’t have anyone special to share the 

moment with. We are always, always alone in a crowd. 

    In my 17 years of flying, my wings bravely soared through missile exchanges in the Middle East, threats from Al Qaeda, Taliban, 

and ISIL. My wings flew over bird flu, swine flu, SARS, ebola, and MERS. No masks. No gloves. Just smiles.  

    Then along came 2020 and Novel Corona Virus (it seems to have many names). Lock down…containment plan…immobilize…. 

The world is standing still, but my world, the world I know, is shaking. “Global airlines to lose $113 billion in passenger seat sales.” 

IATA. Flight attendants all over the world are being grounded, hundreds and hundreds being laid off, the rest of us hanging by a 

thread. Never have our wings been so threatened. 

    It is difficult. It isn’t just a job you’re losing, it’s that childhood dream; it’s all the time away from loved ones; all the sacrifices that 

made you value flying. Though it’s difficult, remember you have wings! They are yours! You bested thousands to get them! You 

earned them! No virus can take them away from you! Remember your strength! You are meant to fly even when your heart is 

breaking. Don’t put your wings up, whether laid off  or waiting! 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. 

They will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 

Author Unknown 
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THE DC-10 DELIVERY CAPER 
By Larry Stein 

 

Photo:  L-R:  C.R. Smith, Don Douglas, Larry Strain (deplaning), Donald 

Lloyd-Jones, Gloria Swanson, and Marion Sandler. 

 

Planning for the American Airlines DC-10 delivery ceremony began months 

before it was to take place. Ideas were bantered about, but we finally decided on 

either renting or buying an old DC-3, painting it in American Airlines’ original 

colors, and using it at the delivery ceremony, as well as at future cities getting 

DC-10 service. 

Secrecy was of the utmost importance, so very few people new of our plans. 

Once a DC-3 was found, it was leased and flown to Tulsa’s American Airlines 

Maintenance and Engineering facility for painting and reconfiguration. It was 

stripped of its paint and interior and the modifications began. Sandy Siegel, a 

maintenance manager, was responsible for handling the transformation. 

Painting complete, the interior was made one-half in the DC-3 configuration and half in the DC-10 configuration to show the dramatic 

differences. There was a glass case installed showing the differences in the service items between the two aircraft. Once that was done, 

the aircraft was prepared to leave for the West Coast. Two pilots, Al Hall and Al Reeser, and I left for Los Angeles early one morning. 

We were dispatched under an American Airlines call sign and confused a lot of FAA controllers. 

Once we arrived at LAX, we landed as far down the runway as possible, taxied at top speed right into the LAX maintenance hangar to 

hide the airplane. 

In New York, plans were made to decide who was to ride in the DC-3 to the ceremony at Long Beach, CA. Included were the two 

pilots, Mr. C.R. Smith, the man who ordered the initial airplanes for American, Donald Douglas, Jr., Marion Sadler, former president 

of AA, and representing the DC-3 era was Gloria Swanson, a movie star. In addition, Donald Lloyd Jones, Executive Vice President 

of Operations, was on board. Flying as our “stewardess” was long-time friend and Los Angeles Flight Service Manager, Jeannie Folk. 

On arrival at Long Beach, McDonald-Douglas did not want to open their gate to let the plane taxi in close to our delivery. I asked the 

pilots to tell the controller that Mr. Lloyd Jones was on board and had the paperwork and money for the delivery (I lied!). They 

opened the gates and let us in. 

We were the stars of the show. So much so that during remarks by the FAA Administrator, he turned to say something to the United 

Airlines president, but the president had left his seat. Which prompted the Administrator to say, “Must be out back, whipping his PR 

team for being outclassed by American.” That made our day. 

United’s embarrassment was far from over. Following the ceremony, our delivery crew and I climbed aboard the airplane, checked it 

out, and took off. On our way to Tulsa, we received a radio message that on takeoff, a United DC-10 had aborted about halfway down 

the runway and had to taxi back and try again. It was disclosed that the first officer had failed to latch the copilot’s window and it flew 

open as they sped down the runway for takeoff. 

We used the DC-3 on several occasions, taking it to various cities that were getting DC-10 service for the first time. Following months 

of this, the DC-3 was flown back to Tulsa, stripped of its paint and interior and returned to its owner. 

Larry Strain served as American Airlines Director of Operations Public Relations during the DC-10 caper. When he retired, 

after 36 years with AA, he was the Managing Director-Commercial Flight Operations and Administration.  
 

[This article was edited from the original in order to fit the space available in the Kiwi Kaleidoscope.] 

 

ONE DAY AT A TIME…  

There are two days in every week that we should not worry about. One of these days is yesterday, with its mistakes and cares, faults 

and blunders, its aches and pains. 

Yesterday has passed forever and cannot be brought back. We cannot erase a single word or act. The day is gone. 

The other day we should not worry about is tomorrow. It is beyond our control. The sun will rise and until it does we have no stake in 

tomorrow – it is yet unknown. 

This leaves only one day – today! Any person can fight the battles of just one day. It is when you and I add the burdens of yesterday 

and worries about tomorrow that we break down. 

It is not necessarily the experiences of today that disturb one’s peace of mind. It is oftentimes the remorse or bitterness for something 

which happened yesterday and the dread of what tomorrow may bring that bring us down. 

Let us, therefore, live one day at a time – today! 
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THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD AND SUPPORT STAFF 
 

 

 

SAM GOOCH, President  

344-5 Route 9, PMB #298  

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734  

752-644-5890   Class 1998  

Kiwisam.gooch@gmail.com  
 

K.LYNN HOFFMANN YELVINGTON, Vice President  

P.O. Box 5634  

Carefree, AZ 85377  

602-741-1700     Class 1980  

kiwiwings@icloud.com  
 

CONNIE LEIGHLITER BUDGE, 2nd Vice President  

49 Hampton Hall Blvd.  

Bluffton, SC 29910  

843-815-3563     Class 1965  

kiwiclb@aol.com  
 

VICKI VALENCIANO KUBAL, Treasurer  

7s201 Berry Court  

Naperville, IL 60540  

562-233-1939     Class 69/2  

KiwiNationalTreasurer@gmail.com  
 

CHRISTINE DUDD CARLSON, Secretary  

7953 S. Addison Way  

Aurora, CO 80016  

239-595-2592     Class 1966  

kiwinoteschris@gmail.com 
 

KATHY POPPENBERG KRIDEL, Past President/ 

Parliamentarian/National Endeavor Coordinator 

3920 Mariners Way, No. 324  

Cortez, FL 34215  

941-730-4027     Classes 1964, 1979  

kiwipres34@gmail.com 
 

JO SHARP McFADDEN, Advisor  

P.O. Box 191  

Glen Haven, CO 80532  

970-577-0571, 970-690-8849     Class 1964  

Jomac80532@msn.com  
 

JANE McDONALD JAMISON, Editor, Kiwi Kaleidoscope  

1663 W. Southfield Circle  

Cordova, TN 38016  

901-207-4154     Class 56/2  

Jmj1157@aol.com  

 

MARY RICHTER THRASHER, Coeditor, Kiwi Kaleidoscope  

21 Briarwood Lane  

Palatine, IL 60067  

847-397-1431     Class 1967  

thekiwiclub@comcast.net 
 

GINGER McDONOUGH PAUL, Website Hostess  

2300 Littlebrooke Trace  

Dunwoody, GA 30338  

404-310-3929     Class 1966  

gingermcd3@gmail.com 
 

GERRIE SKAGGS McALHANY, Archives Historian  

222 Mallory Station Road, Apt. 136  

Franklin, TN 37067  

480-203-0330     Class 1966  

gmcalhany@gmail.com 
  

CRAIG BOWERMAN, Archival Uniforms Historian  

2512 Quail Cove  

Carpentersville, IL 60110  

847-471-7404     Class 84/8  

stewardcrb@comcast.net  
 

CHRIS STROMMER MOEKEL, Tvlg Uniform Coordinator 

1831 Hardmann Lane 

Woodstock, GA 30188 

770-231-0847      Class 71/1 

cgmatiga@gmail.com 
 

POLLY TOLL GOODMAN, National Meeting Site 

Coordinator  

5700 Tanner Ridge Avenue  

Westlake Village, CA 91362  

818-706-7782     Class 1959  

ptgkiwi@aol.com 
  

ERNIE SCHADE REIS, American Airlines Kiwi Liaison  

14132 Half Moon Bay Drive  

Del Mar, CA 92014-2907  

858-755-7050 858-735-3835     Class 1964 

Thekiwiclub-aa@san.rr.com 
 

SHIRLEE KEYES ALBRECHT, Travel Coordinator 

7 Augustine Lane 

Crossville, TN 39559 

707-333-2800    Class 

kiwinotetaker@gmail.com 
 

 KATHY JOY MINNER, Kiwi Photographer  

1717 Baron Court  

Port Orange, FL 32128  

386-846-3175     Class 1970  

aakiwiclub@aol.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane McDonald Jamison, Editor 

Kiwi Kaleidoscope 

1663 W. Southfield Circle 

Cordova, TN 38016 

 


