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1930-2019 
From an embryo spawned in the 1930s to today’s world of 2019 

 

In the 30’s, there wasn’t an official Kiwi Club. Stewardesses in California and New York were 

meeting for social get-togethers, reminiscing about their flying days and lives, trying to continue 

the friendships made while flying, keeping in touch with each other, and in contact with 

American Airlines.  

    In 1946, eight former stews met in the New York area and began the “official” organization 

of our club. By the end of 1948, fifteen local groups existed around the country.  

    It wasn’t until 1952 that their work paid off with the first National Board Meeting held in Fort 

Worth, Texas, and the first-ever such organization in the world was launched officially and 

named.  

    As the years flew by and new rules and regulations in the airline industry were in place, Kiwis stood tall, keeping their original 

intent, focus, and goal: “…to establish an organization for women of common interest, which shall provide opportunity for social and 

charitable activity.”  

    How things have changed…. Today, the world seems to be in turmoil, so maybe we need a reminder of how The Kiwi Club 

managed to withstand the tide, but kept up with the times. The Club never wavered from the original intent: an organization devoted to 

camaraderie and charitable works. We did and still do make a difference in our world.  

    The Kiwi Club is no longer an organization made up solely of American Airlines’ stewardesses, we are not all women, and we 

don’t have to have left AA in order to join. American Airlines has bought and/or merged with other airlines several times. Each time 

they did, The Kiwi Club met the challenge, inviting and welcoming these stews/flight attendants 

from these airlines to become Kiwis. The Club began contacting 

male flight attendants, urging them to join and see how much fun we 

have while doing charitable work. All this has been such a challenge 

with the world changing constantly and the airlines changing just as 

quickly.  

    Can you imagine flying in the 40’s and 50’s? There are a few of 

us left who actually flew in those days, but today’s flight attendants 

don’t have to tolerate all the crazy rules the airlines placed on us 

during those eras. However, in spite of all the rules (wearing a girdle 

was mandatory!) being a stewardess was the most sought after job in 

the world. Yes, I said “world.”  

    In those days, the majority of us were looking for the glamour, 

fun, and, of course, a husband. After all, we weren’t allowed to fly 

after our 32
nd

 birthday. Most of us found all those things. But we 

found something else resulting from our experiences – The Kiwi 

Club. 

    Here are a few highlights from our history which are unique: We 

have official Archives. We have two uniform collections, one archival and one for “rent.” We have an official newsletter and an 

official website. We were recognized in the Congressional Record of the 86
th

 Congress. We had an atomic rocket launched bearing our 

club’s name and trademark. New Zealand recognized us and presented gifts as did the Kiwi Shoe Polish Co. We help our own (one 

dollar of your dues goes into the National Kiwi Fund, established to assist Kiwis in need). We supported the U.S. Olympics for many 

years, but decided to support Wings Foundation in order to help American’s flight attendants in need (to date we have donated over 

half a million dollars to Wings).     (continued on page 2) 
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FROM THE PREZ… 
 

Dear Kiwis, 

   By now you should be enjoying a new Kiwi season along with the cooler weather.  

   Your National Board had their second board meeting in Nashville with all officers and three support staff 

members present. We had a very productive meeting and cleared up many loose ends of our term. 

   We held a “Meet and Greet” for prospective members in the beautiful clubhouse party room of Gerrie 

Skaggs McAlhany, Archives Historian. Eight prospective members joined us and several more are interested 

but couldn’t make it. They are forming a new Nashville chapter! These women are so enthusiastic that I 

know the chapter will be a great asset to this Club. 

   On a sad note, Florida First Coast Chapter is disbanding. Their five members are so far apart geographically that they couldn’t keep 

it going and couldn’t find new members. Kudos to Pauline Thomas for her valiant efforts in trying to hold the group together.  

   If you are receiving a hard copy of the Kaleidoscope, please consider changing to the internet. Although our costs have gone down, 

the cost of printing and postage continues to go up. Possibly you could have someone in your chapter make a hard copy for you, or 

you could download a copy from our official website. And remember, any changes to your address – including email addresses – 

should be sent immediately to 2
nd

 Vice President Connie Budge who is in charge of our membership database.  

   Are you ready for convention? We are! Plans are in action and awaiting your arrival. Make your hotel reservation as soon as 

possible (see page 5 for details). At $99 per night plus taxes, you can’t beat it. 

   Along with the fun and business at convention, we will be doing something new. Many of you remember our seminars/workshops 

held in the year prior to convention and have expressed an interest in resuming them. With this in mind, and the cost of a separate 

event, we are offering education workshops at convention, allowing members to share their expertise. Anything from newsletters, 

publicity, getting and retaining members, interesting meetings, appealing events, and more will be offered. Let us know if you are 

interested in any or all of these or if you know of something more to add. We’re open to suggestions. 

   Your board investigated at great length the formation of an exclusive 

Kiwi travel club. It was decided to proceed by offering trips for Kiwis, but 

the trips would not be under the official auspices of The Kiwi Club for a 

myriad of reasons. However, we will be doing publicity and working hand 

in hand with an experienced travel consultant who is a Kiwi to get this up 

and running. Watch for us! 

   We need you! We’re in the home stretch of this term and are looking for 

new board members (members at large are eligible to run as well as 

chapter members). If you are interested, please talk to one of the board 

members and use the forms on our website to make your wishes known.  

   We also need you to think about hosting Convention 2022. The Club has 

many resources to help. Although it involves work, the rewards are many. 

Let’s talk! 

Kathy 

Kathy Poppenberg Kridel,  

         National President 

         2018-2020 

The National Executive Board and Support Staff  

Wish You a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year! 
 

********* 

1930-2019 Continued from page 1… 

We’re computerized, keeping records of current (including maiden names and class dates) and past members, deaths, addresses. 

We’ve been mentioned in books. One of our own published a history book of our uniforms from their beginning. We hold a 

convention every two years where we recognize outstanding members and chapters and their charitable works. Our trophies are on 

display in the C.R Smith Museum at American Airlines. Our 45 chapters support both local and national charities, as well as Wings.  

These are only a few of the things our unique organization has accomplished over the years with the guidance of  a volunteer National 

Executive Board and Support Staff, all who freely give of their time and talents to make your Club outstanding. Go to our website and 

read the entire history of The Kiwi Club so that you have a good understanding of what this Club is about.   

Jane McDonald Jamison, Editor 
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WELCOME NASHVILLE MUSIC CITY 

CHAPTER! 
It’s resurrection time! With the help of our Vice President, 

K.Lynn Hoffman Yelvington,  who worked enthusiastically 

and diligently finding prospects, a chapter in Nashville, TN is 

being reborn. The National Board and Support Staff recently 

hosted a luncheon and “meet and greet” event at the club house 

in Archives Historian Gerrie Skaggs McAlhany’s new home in 

Franklin, TN. This will be the third chapter that Gerrie has 

been instrumental in forming – Richardson and Carefree – this 

one with Melissa Williams McGrath. The room was beautifully 

decorated with memorabilia of The Kiwi Club and American 

Airlines. The six women attending, some who joined on the 

spot, are enthusiastic about getting this chapter up and running 

and are making plans to ensure its success.  Also in attendance were five past presidents: Shirley Koch Watters, Jo Sharp McFadden, 

Mary Richter Thrasher, Connie Leighliter Budge, and Jane Fullen Haag. Call Gerrie for information about our newest chapter.  

Back row:  Shirley Watters, Jerry Ann Piontkowski ( a long-time member who drove all the way from Indiana to join us).  Behind 

Jerry Ann is Kitty Hobbs, Jane Jamison, Dawn DeJongh, Terri Allen, Martha Clark, Gerrie McAlhany, Melissa McGrath, Sam Gooch, 

Barbara Rich.  Middle and first row:  Jane Haag, Shirlee Albrecht, Kathy Kridel, K.Lynn Yelvington, Jo McFadden, Connie Budge. 

Not pictured but present Dee Glossinger and Mary Thrasher. 
 

 

THE KIWI CLUB’S NATIONAL ENDEAVOR, WINGS FOUNDATION 

Jo Sharp McFadden, Past President/National Endeavor Coordinator 
 

The first week in November is The Kiwi Club’s National 

Endeavor week, a time devoted to raising funds for Wings. 

Before reading this brief history of the Endeavor, please be 

sure your donation checks are made payable to Wings 

Foundation and mailed to Sam Gooch, National Treasurer. If 

they are made out to The Kiwi Club, they are not deductible 

on your taxes. 

   In 1976, The Kiwi Club’s National Board recommended that 

the Club support a national charity in order to engage chapters 

and members at large in an effort to promote philanthropy and 

unity. This new undertaking was never intended (and still 

isn’t) to replace the National Kiwi Fund or any chapter’s local 

charitable efforts. 

    After research, in 1978 the membership voted to adopt the 

United States Olympic Committee (USOC) as the Club’s first 

endeavor to unite all members of the organization. 

    In 1979, with cooperation and support from American 

Airlines, a nation-wide Jog-Walkathon was held as the first 

annual endeavor day with 100 percent of the proceeds donated 

to USOC. 

    A few years later – 1982 – the National Board selected and 

approved the first week in November of each alternate year as 

the National Endeavor Fundraiser Week. 

    By 1987, the Club had contributed over $100,000 to the 

USOC. And by 1994, more than $129,899 had been donated to 

this organization. 

    After research and deliberation, at the 1994 National 

Convention, it was recommended by the National Board that a 

new recipient of the National Endeavor be researched and 

presented to the membership at the 1996 National Convention.  

    Thus, in 1996 the membership chose the Wings Foundation 

as the new National Endeavor charitable recipient. 

Wings Foundation is a 501(c)3 charitable organization formed 

to provide assistance to online flight attendants of American 

Airlines who are seriously ill, disabled, suffering hardships, or 

affected by natural disasters (Flight Attendant Disaster Relief 

Fund). 

    American Airlines has over 27,000 flight attendants, and 

Wings has reached out to them for monetary donations. They 

have recycled cans from 

aircraft and collected 

wine bottle corks to 

make money, plus held 

many, many fundraising 

events, including their 

popular LipSync 

productions, all for the 

benefit of helping AA’s 

flight attendants. 

    Between May 2018 and October 1, 2019, The Kiwi Club 

members have donated over $56,239, making a total of their 

donations since 1996 over $563,250.  

Well done, Kiwis! 

   

 [Editor’s Note:  Wings just turned thirty, and assists, on 

average, 35 flight attendants each month, distributing 

approximately $50,000. Since 1980, more than $10 million 

has aided F/As in need.]  
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SO YOU WANT TO SERVE ON THE NATIONAL BOARD? 

With a resounding “Yeah!” coming from everyone on the current and past boards, before you totally commit be sure you understand 

the undertaking. 

 First, it is a two-year commitment. Some of the responsibilities are easy, some aren’t. Some can be done quickly, some are time 

consuming. 
 

Second, you not only are committing for your “job,” but also are committing for your time…away from home, not just time at home. 

Currently, there are usually four board meetings scheduled per term. The first will come as soon as possible after convention, probably 

in September or early October. This time frame is not written in stone, and will be decided by the new board to accommodate their 

schedules. 

Third, with that in mind, here is a brief description of some of the things you would be doing. The amount of time it will take from 

your life depends on you.  

Vice President: Serves as the liaison between members at large and the board. She/he also is the cheerleader of the club and thus is 

the recruiter in charge of seeking new members and starting new chapters.  

2nd Vice President: Handles members’ information, from making sure entries in the database are correct to making changes as they 

are reported. She/he takes care of the list of deaths, the list of new members, and is in constant contact with the board. Has a close 

liaison with the treasurer to make sure that all paid members are in the database. 

Secretary: Prepares minutes of board meetings and delegates meeting at convention. Sends out birthday cards, condolence cards, 

welcoming letters to new members, and sets up the room for the delegates’ meeting at convention.  

Treasurer: Receives dues from chapters and members at large, acknowledges receipt and liaisons with the 2
nd

 VP keeping the 

database up to date. Handles the bank accounts of the Club, making payments as needed. Prepares a budget for the term and keeps it 

up to date.  

If you decide to run for an office, you will find serving on the National Board a rewarding experience as you will be instrumental in 

keeping The Kiwi Club alive and well. The sitting officers are always willing to discuss their responsibilities with you so just ask. The  

rewards outweigh the efforts and include making life-long friends, usually with those you would never have encountered otherwise. 

So with that in mind, The Kiwi Club hopes your decision is a positive one and we welcome you aboard. 

***Characteristics of a successful board member*** 

Willingness and ability to get along with others and be a team player. 

Willingness to commit time and effort to attend all meetings and perform duties as required by the position. 

Willingness to read governing documents and become familiar with history, budgets, and restraints. 

Willingness to think long-term rather than short-term. 

Willingness to be objective and impartial. 

Willingness and courage to do the right thing, even though it may not be popular. 

Willingness to shrug off criticism and not take things personally. 

  

RREEMMIINNDDEERR  ––  IITT’’SS  AAWWAARRDDSS  TTIIMMEE!!  

           
  

AAtt  oouurr  ccoonnvveennttiioonnss,,  TThhee  KKiiwwii  CClluubb  rreeccooggnniizzeess  tthhoossee  mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  cchhaapptteerrss  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  ggoonnee  aabboovvee  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd  iinn  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  oouurr  cclluubb..  

IItt’’ss  ttiimmee  ffoorr  ssuubbmmiissssiioonnss  ooff  tthhoossee  aaccccoollaaddeess  ttoo  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  ffoorr  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn..  AAllll  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ffoorrmmss  aarree  

llooccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  wweebbssiittee  ––  tthheekkiiwwiicclluubb..oorrgg  ––  ssoo  ggoo  tthheerree  ttoo  ddoowwnnllooaadd  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  ffoorrmmss..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  qquueessttiioonnss,,  ccoonnttaacctt  aa  

bbooaarrdd  mmeemmbbeerr  ffoorr  ccllaarriiffiiccaattiioonn..  TThhee  bbooaarrdd  wwiillll  rreevviieeww  yyoouurr  ssuubbmmiissssiioonnss  aatt  tthhee  JJaannuuaarryy  mmeeeettiinngg,,  ssoo  ggeett  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo  tthheemm  bbyy  tthhee  

eenndd  ooff  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001199..    

TThhee  aabboovvee--ppiiccttuurreedd  aawwaarrddss  wweerree  ggiiffttss  ttoo  TThhee  KKiiwwii  CClluubb..  BBeeccaauussee  ooff  ddaammaaggee  aanndd  ccoosstt  ooff  sshhiippppiinngg,,  tthhee  CClluubb  ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  ““rreettiirree””  tthhee  

aawwaarrddss  aanndd  ppuutt  tthheemm  iinn  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ppllaaccee..  IInnsstteeaadd,,  aawwaarrdd  hhoonnoorreeeess  rreecceeiivvee  cceerrttiiffiiccaatteess  ttoo  hhoonnoorr  tthheemm..  AAbboovvee,,  ffrroomm  lleefftt  ttoo  rriigghhtt  aarree::  

TThhee  MMeemmoorriiaall  AAwwaarrdd,,  tthhee  KKaayy  HHaannsseenn  TTrroopphhyy,,  tthhee  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ––  MMiilllliiee  AAllffoorrdd  AAwwaarrdd;;  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCuupp,,  aanndd  tthhee  AAwwaarrdd  ooff  MMeerriitt  

((aa  ggiifftt  ffrroomm  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd))..    
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START MAKING YOUR PLANS NOW! 
THE SKY’S THE LIMIT! LAS VEGAS 2020 
April 28 – April 30, 2020 
 

Dear Kiwis, 

Our Las Vegas Convention 2020, “The Sky’s the Limit,” is just around the corner.  

You will be receiving your Welcome/Reservation Packet the middle of January. 

Bally’s Las Vegas, a Caesar Entertainment property, is our hotel of choice for this 

fun time. It’s located on the “four corners” of the Strip where the action is. We will 

be occupying the Skyview Promenade on the 26
th

 floor of the Resort Tower for all 

meetings, receptions, and banquet. You will be able to “drink” in the view as this 

floor is surrounded by windows giving us a view of the Vegas skyline. All the 

activity and rooms are located in the Tower, making it easy for you with just an 

elevator ride up or down.  

Rooms are reasonable at $79 single or double occupancy, plus the mandatory Vegas 

resort fee of $20, making the $99 per night (plus taxes) a bargain. Each additional person in a double-occupancy room is $30 per 

night. You can come early and stay late with the extended rates (April 23-26 and May 1-4). These extended rates are on a space-

available basis.  

All rooms have a small refrigerator and coffee maker, along with high-speed internet access, plus other amenities. Shopping and 

dining facilities are just outside the front door, and Bally’s is directly accessible to Paris Las Vegas via a promenade should you wish 

to stay inside.  

Either go online and make your reservation at https://book.passkey.com/go/SBKIW0 or talk to a real person at 800-358-8777.  

 “Peace, Love, &Wine” is your 50
th

 Reunion party theme and a special party is being planned for graduates of classes from 1969 and 

1970, hosted by Past Presidents Sherri Engle Lowe (70-14) and Kathy Joy Minner (70-9). With these two in charge, you know a good 

time is awaiting you.  

The Boutique will be open daily starting at 8A and will be chaired by Mary Richter Thrasher (mthrasher21@comcast.net). If you or 

your chapter would like to participate, please contact Mary.  

Have fun with the no-holds-barred attire theme for Banquet Night – “VEGAS GLITZ” 

We are planning a very special – old entertainment world – evening tour and dinner for the Optional Event. Las Vegas remains the 

hub of “Big Name Entertainment”) so be sure to make your reservations if there is someone in particular you are excited to see 

(www.visitlasvegas.com/shows-events).  

This convention has many members involved since one chapter isn’t hosting. In order to keep registration fees reasonable, the 

Opportunity Ticket sales supplement the budget and make the fun possible. Thanks go to the chapters and individuals who not only 

purchased the tickets, but also donated directly toward convention expenses. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

The website will be updated frequently and we look forward to welcoming all of you from across the country in Las Vegas! 

Stephanie McCauley Butler (stephaniebutler45@gmail.com, Cochairperson 

Carolina Ballachey Womack (carolina2007@sbcglobal.net), Cochairperson  

SELL, SELL, SELL, SELL, SELL, SELL, SELL 
Opportunity Tickets are available. American Airlines has once again generously donated mileage for this 

drawing.  

First prize: 200,000 AAdvantage miles.  

   Second prize: 100,000 AAdvantage miles.  

           Third prize: 50,000   AAdvantage miles.  

The drawing will be held April 29, 2020, and you don’t have to be present to win. The Opportunity Tickets are $10 per ticket and the 

odds are great. Be sure to purchase and sell tickets and don’t miss this Opportunity. You may order more tickets by contacting Co-

chairperson Stephanie McCauley Butler, at Stephanie.butler45@gmail.com. Send your sales money to  

Stephanie Butler, 2640 Cessna Circle, Poplar Grove, IL 61063. 
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DUES and MEMBERSHIPCONFUSION 

Questions have arisen regarding “reduced” dues and “comped members.” Maybe this explanation will help.  

    In our National Bylaws, it is stated that a new member, one who has never before been a Kiwi (not one who is returning), may pay 

a pro rata dues amount. Below is the section in our Bylaws that gives the rules for a new member – again, one who has never before 

been a Kiwi: 

 Article IV, Section 1, C.  A new member, one who has never before been a Kiwi, joining after January 1st of the even-

numbered year, shall pay one-half of the established national dues. At the time of the next national dues collection, they shall pay the 

full amount of the established dues. 

    An explanation of “comped” members is as follows:  A chapter may comp chapter dues to any member they choose; however, 

national dues may not be comped.  Full national dues must be paid directly to The Kiwi Club’s treasury, either by the member or the 

chapter. If a chapter wishes to pay a member’s national dues, they may do so as a gift. However, as an entity The Kiwi Club does not 

comp memberships.  

    If you still have questions, please contact Sam Gooch, National Treasurer, for further information.  

 

PROGRESS IS SOMETIMES SAD 
 
American Airlines has 

demolished the old – and 

first of its kind – 

Stewardess College, 

making way for progress.  

National President Kathy 

Kridel spent many hours 

with the group in charge 

of the demolition and 

rebuilding, urging them to 

save this historic building. 

Their efforts were in vain, 

but they did manage to get 

the stairs (where many of 

you stood for graduation 

photos), the stone wall, 

and plaque saved for 

history. These will be 

incorporated into one of 

the buildings on the new 

American Airlines 

campus.  
 

L: Last Night at the Lodge 

– those celebrating with 

sadness and anticipation 

the demise of the old Stew 

College. Kiwis who  

graduated from the College, Jerry Ann Pointkowski, and National Secretary Shirlee Albrecht, are part of the celebration. 
 

R:  Jerry Ann Pointkowski, Louisville Chapter, holding her class picture, was in the first class (1958-1) to both train and graduate from 

the College. An earlier class, 1957/13, trained at Midway, but graduated from the College.   
  

Questions from Mr. Rogers to his “Neighborhood.”  

“Is there somebody who loved you into existence, who loved you so much that you became who you are right now? Who taught you 

how to love, who accepted you exactly as you are? Who told you that you were special and gave you that foundation of confidence 

and benevolence that you would not have had if they had not been in your life?” Think about it…and if possible tell that person or 

persons thank you.  

 



Kiwi Kaleidoscope                Page 7                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitty Riedel, Western New York 

Linda McIntyre, Western New York 

Patricia Vasquez, Member at Large, Napersville IL 

Sherry Kriechbaum Graham, South Bay 

Mary McFate, Florida Gulf Coast 

Bonnie J. Balch, O’Hare 

Valerie Rooney, Member at Large, Naples FL 

Penny Darby Grove, Golden Gate 

Suzanne Stafford Jaynes, Golden Gate 

Laurie Long Constable, Golden Gate 

Janet Arnerich Simonson, Golden Gate 

Jan Bryant Amaral, Golden Gate 

Carol Willert Jones, Golden Gate 

Julie Griffen Haley, Golden Gate 

Carry Rappaport, Member at Large, Stamford CT 

Betteanne Weydig Visnovsky, Florida First Coast 

Mary Bruce Astbury, Chicago North Shore 

Katie Hawgood baker, Sierra Nevada 

Debbie Trice Gansert, Sierra Nevada 

Tamra Gibbs, Long Island 

Lavonna Hayden, Long Island 

Carol Lauterborn, Long Island 

Donna Casey Lowrey, Oklahoma City 

Chris Carner Mynatt, Los Angeles 

Janice Holmes Fitzpatrick, Member at Large, Mesa AZ 

Leonora Gizzi Hamer, Florida First Coast 

Teresa “Candy” Lamb Priest, Kansas City 

Nancy Paulsen Otto, Los Angeles 

Venessa Sligar Blair, Los Angeles 

Stevie Connors Quellmalz, Carefree 

Beverly Clark, Carefree 

Katja Merd Janoff, Long Island 

Paul R. Garcia, Member at Large,  Rockaway Park NY 

Jan Brian, Golden Gate 

Charlotte E. Lewallen, DFW/Mid-Cities 

Kathleen Olson, Los Angeles 

Kim Trotter Waterman, Club EWR 

Monica Cahero, Member at Large, Ridgefield CT 

Stacy Lewin, San Diego 

Jenni Lewis, Southwest Florida 

 

Trish Kennedy Thomas, Southwest Florida 

Joyce Angert, Southwest Florida 

Nancy Johnson Blasingame, Golden Gate 

Edward “Eddy” Welby, O’Hare 

Jill Blackmon-Pana, Member at Large, Irvine CA 

Peggy Turley, Raleigh-Durham 

Elizabeth Calwell, Raleigh-Durham 

Patricia Murray Grisham, Member at Large, Winterhaven FL 

Diane Berkshire Harken, O’Hare 

Carol Whitmer Bull, Member at Large, Stamford CT 

Tighe Wilson Leavel, Long Island 

Brooke Biedermann, Long Island 

Kimberly Beech Suelia, Club EWR 

Carol Brown Vanwinkle, Pacific Northwest 

Mary Clair Westerman, Pacific Northwest 

Katie Kirkpatrick Brown, Pacific Northwest 

Terry Foss, Pacific Northwest 

Anne Seeley Gerbing, Pacific Northwest 

Cindi Grove, Pacific Northwest 

Linda Ann Igoe, Pacific Northwest 

Cathy Souder Klug, Pacific Northwest 

Marillyn Hawks McFeron, Pacific Northwest 

Nancy Fry Oldham, Pacific Northwest 

Maxine Honeycutt Steele, Pacific Northwest 

Allison R. Throckmorton, Florida Suncoast 

Elizabeth Wells Pickron, Memphis 

Carolyn Jahnke Moreland, O’Hare 

Lin Twait Abriola, Member at Large, Venice FL 

Jane Drumheller Chaplin, Golden Gate 

Elizabeth O’Mara, Raleigh-Durham 

Rhonda Robertson Price, O’Hare 

Christine Emmermann Gorham, Los Angeles 

Cynthia A. Gulbranson, Pacific Northwest 

Jill Clingan, LAX 

Christina Hurd Sinanian, Long Island 

Tara Fanning Braun, Nashville Music City 

Martha “Sarah” Thomson Clark, Nashville Music City 

Dawn DeJongh, Nashville Music City 

Janet Ryan Grasso, Nashville Music City 

Kathryn Gross Hobbs, Nashville, Music City 

 

 

 

 



Page 8             Kiwi Kaleidoscope 

 

Flown West  
MARIE VERAL YOUNG   JOAN CARRARA    LOUISE STORY CRAIN 
Formerly Dallas Chapter   Formerly South Bay Chapter  Formerly Member at Large, Nashville 
Class 1950’s    Class 62/15    Class 1955/11 
Died November 24, 1918   Died November 2, 2018   Died September 1, 2018 

Marilyn Woodside Lamm   Eveline Feltz    Becky Montgomery Simor 
Washington, D.C. Chapter   Formerly Phoenix Chapter   Orange County/Long Beach Chapter 
Class 1965/7    Class 1948    Class 1954/4 
Died December 12, 2018   Died December 23, 2018   Died January 1, 2019 

MARY JELICH BRADLEY   KATHRYN ELSBETH MUELLER   DEANNA SCROGGINS WELCH 
Member at Large    Formerly South Bay Chapter  South Bay Chapter 
Class 1957/9    Class 1962/11    Class 1959 
Died April 15, 2018   Died August 26, 2018   Died January 27, 2019 

CAROL SULLIVAN    PAMELA FISKE BENNETT   CAROLYN SELF STELLING 
Formerly Dallas Chapter   Raleigh-Durham Chapter   Formerly Denver Chapter 
Class 1953    Class 1967/8    Class 1960/6 
Died February 3, 2019   Died April 27, 2019   Died May 6, 2019 

PEG HOEY HEILIGMAN   WANDA JEAN WALKER-ZAMBA  BARBARA ISGANDERIAN BURT 
Lowcountry Chapter   Member at Large    Chicago Chapter 
Class 1947/11    Class 1946/8    Class 1957/4 
Died April 29, 2019   Died May 18, 2019   Died June 1, 2019 

SHIRLEY SWEENEY KONEN   ELLISSA DALY COOPER   ROSEMARY BARBATI KOLJAN 
Phoenix Chapter    Dallas Chapter    Los Angeles Chapter 
Class 1959/1    Class 1953/5    Class 1966/6 
Died June 8, 2018   Died June 19, 2019   Died June 21, 2019 

SHEILA BYRNE CODY    DEANNE BLACK COLE   KITTY MCELLIN 
Formerly Dallas Chapter   San Diego Chapter   Dallas Chapter 
Class 1969    Class 1960/9    Class 2952/2 
Died July 2, 2019    Died February 2, 2019   Died August 8, 2019 

JOAN CONNELLY CORCORAN   PEGGY WRIGHT LANE   LINDA SCHWARTZ BAGLIO 
Central Arkansas Chapter   Kansas City Chapter   Dayton Chapter 
Class 1951/2    Class 1955/7    Classes 1963 and 1991 
Died August 15, 2019   Died July 9, 2019    Died August 29, 2019 

DONNA MAE HILKE WALTERS   GENE CARROLL NULL   MARY “MICKEY” IRENE BRAGIEL 
Formerly Golden Gate Chapter  Memphis Chapter   Chicago North Shore Chapter 
Class 1955/2    Class 1946    Class 1960/13 
Died June 25, 2003   Died October 12, 2019   Died November 5, 2019   

      

VIOLET “VI” LEVESQUE WEINACHT 
  Member at Large, formerly Cleveland Chapter 

     Class unknown 

     Died October 26, 2019 

 

“To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most people just exist.” Oscar Wilde 

May we all strive to live to the fullest. 

 

We apologize for any omissions to our “Flown West” list. Unfortunately, we don’t always receive notifications of 

members’ deaths, and many notifications aren’t received until months or years after the death.  

If you learn of the death of a member of The Kiwi Club, please notify our 2
nd

 Vice President. And if you have the 

information, please include chapter name or whether a member at large, class date, and date of death.  
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SPOTLIGHT 1952-1953 
By now most of you should have had the opportunity to watch the movie, “Three Guys Named Mike” 

starring Jane Wyman. Personally, I think it should be required viewing at least once in every AA 

Stewardess/Flight Attendant’s career.  

Jane Wyman is seen in this MGM promotional photo wearing the navy winter 

uniform receiving her wings to play the part of Marcy Lewis, an AA stewardess. 

The only time she is seen in this uniform during the entire movie is when she is 

selected as the first Gardenia Girl and photographed for the Gardenia Soap ad 

campaign; the rest of the time she wore the brown summer British tan uniform.  

Both uniforms are almost identical, but there were some differences. The summer 

uniform was worn with spectator pumps and had side pockets on the jacket, while 

the navy uniform was worn with solid navy-blue pumps and didn’t have pockets on 

the jacket. The easiest way to tell them apart: the brown uniform had a hat with a 

white strip insert in the front of it and the navy variation did not – until later!   

At some point between 1952-1953, a white stripe insert was added to the navy 

overseas hat; the brown uniform hat had the white strip insert since 1942! I wonder 

what took so long…. As you can see, this minor adjustment was a big enhancement 

in the uniform that remained until 1959 when the uniform changed. 

When remembering the “good old days,” most people think 

of this uniform which was worn during the industry’s 

Golden Age. The designer must have thought “I’ve really 

got it right!” The rich color and luxurious fabric made this 

uniform unique, no others have been comparable.  

In keeping with my previous articles, I have chosen a vintage 

photo of a stew in this uniform. I’m not going to tell you 

who she is, but give you a hint – she’s a Kiwi! If you can’t 

identify her, read the next issue of the Kaleidoscope.   

     Craig Bowerman, 

                                                                     HistorianArchival Uniform Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coincidently, this photo appeared in the Memphis newspaper 

Commercial Appeal on February 14, 2019, in the Mid-South 

Memories column.  

“Pug” Wells, the American Airlines Stewardess who 

conceived the idea of the movie “Three Guys Named Mike,” 

and who served as a consultant on the movie, with her parents 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wells, at a Variety Club luncheon on 

February 14, 1951.  Jane Wyman depicted Pug in the movie.  
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MEMORIES…. 
Look carefully, you may see yourself! These vintage photos were given to Craig Bowerman, Archival Uniform Historian and writer of 

our uniform articles, by the family of Dorothy Berry, who was an instructor at the old training ground, Midway Airport, in Chicago. 

Dot also served as a F/A Supervisor until 1983. Mildred “Jackie” Jackson was the head of the stew “college” at Midway for many 

years.  

Right: Dorothy Berry 

receiving her wings in 

1951 from Jackie 

Jackson. Were we 

glamorous or what?  

The Christmas photo 

looks like it came  

straight from the 

MGM Hollywood 

studio lot. Mildred 

“Jackie” Jackson, on 

ladder, helped 

decorate a tree for 

children, along with 

two instructors.  

Below, Sheri 

Goggans, Golden Gate Chapter, celebrates 50 years as an American Airlines 

Flight Attendant. 

And just think, it 

wasn’t too many 

years that we had 

to “retire” at the! 

ripe old age of 32  

L-R:  Jill Surdek, VP Flight Service, Robert Isom, Sherri, and Doug 

Parker, CEO AA 

 

 

Right:  Washington Chapter catching up at McLoone’s Pier 

House: Carolyn Green, Judy Ladislaw, Dayna Reutiman 

Nickel, Chris Gaiser, Linda Cowperthwaite Sterlacci, , 

Susie Beers Clark, and Norita Beaman 

 

 

 

 

Columbus Chapter having fun at the OSU airport restaurant 

for brunch and a tour of the newly updated terminal and Ohio 

State University’s flight school.   

L-R: Margo Vieth Simmons, Gloria Keast Laylin, Brutus 

Buckeye, Melinda Calhoun Miller, Bobbie Moore 

Brunner, Betty Posey O’Neill, Mary Kay Dikas Moriarty 
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ANOTHER RESURRECTION! 
 

The Kiwi Club’s new chapter, Pacific Northwest Chapter, having fun while organizing. The chapter includes Seattle and surrounding 

areas. Many of you may remember – or may have been a member – the old Seattle Chapter. It thrived for many years and then folded. 

We are fortunate to see the area supporting this newly formed chapter. Welcome!  
 

 

Right: O’Hare Chapter’s board with Captain Bev before attending 

“Come From Away” in Chicago. Back row from left  Joan 

Bourdage, Vicki Kubal, Maureen DiCola, Mary Thrasher.  

Seated: from left Elaine Price, Captain Bev 
 

Below L:  Gloria Sanchez, Las Vegas, throwing out the first pitch 

at an Aviators game, has 

lived her 95 years in 

rarified air: She was a 

young pilot, then served 

in WWII as a member of 

Marine Corps Aviation, 

and finally working as a 

F/A for TWA. She 

received a rousing 

applause as the pitch hit 

95 on the radar gun.  
R: Kansas City Chapter 

celebrates Peggy Wright Lane 

with the Kiwi Award given by 

her chapter. Peggy was a 

member of both Kansas City and 

Memphis Chapters. She died 

shortly after the award was 

given. Standing L-R: Kimberly 

Burnham Gerson, Linda 

Hutchinson Timberlake, Fran 

Trieber Pattarini, Judy 

MacDonald Gerling. Peggy’s 

daughters are on each side of 

her. Not pictured: Dena 

Stormont Lasater. 

 

TRIVIA: Do you remember the TWA “into outer-space terminal” at JFK? This ‘Sixties terminal is now up and running once more, 

but not as a terminal, but a hotel.  

The long-awaited TWA Hotel opened in May of this year at JFK. This is the first hotel on JFK’s grounds, no taxi required. In October 

2018, a Lockheed Constallation Starliner traveled 300 miles to become the hotel’s bar. Nicknamed “The Connie,” it has become one 

of the hotel’s bars where retro drinks are offered, so look for Kiwis decorating this bar.   
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MEMORIES FOR SALE 
The medallion shown here is a limited edition, metal mosaic replica of the plaque which hung on “our” wall at the 

Stewardess College.  The original was done by artist Wilcke Smith to be given as a 5
th

 anniversary gift in 1962 

from C.R. Smith. The art depicts the history of AA and shows aircraft, air-mail stamps, and a stewardess.  

The Florida Gulf Coast Chapter is selling these beautiful replicas of the plaque as 

a fundraiser to support Convention 2020 and to honor their distinguished and 

beloved member, National President Kathy Poppenberg Kridel. Many of you 

will remember the plaque that hung on the stone wall of the memorable staircase 

where graduating classes stood to have class photos made. The large plaque will now be hung on the 

wall in the lobby of the new lodge above a replica of the staircase.  

The Florida Gulf Coast Chapter worked with a US company to have these mosaics “Made in 

America” and had the likeness crafted into the limited edition medallion that will become a 

collector’s item. It can be worn as a gorgeous necklace (beautiful on an adjustable silk cord), a key-

ring bauble, a fashion statement hanging on your designer purse, or however you wish to show it off. 

And you can take it to your jeweler and have the back engraved if you want to give this as a personal 

gift, maybe a class date? Or have your own engraved with your class date. 

This beautiful medallion is being sold for just $16, and one hundred percent of the proceeds – yes, all the proceeds will go to the 

convention being held in 2020. 

Please send your order, along with your check, to Kat Walton, Chapter President, 7439 Mizner Reserve, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202. 

Be sure to include the type of medallion you prefer – necklace or keychain. The chapter is paying the postage, so $16 is the total 

amount for this one-of-a-kind keepsake. If you have questions, you may contact Kat at florida33kat@yahoo.com.   

 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS UNIFORM? 

IF SO, YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS REUNION 

            “PEACE, LOVE & WINE” 

                   You are invited 

To the 50
th

 anniversary reunion of the graduates of the 1969 and 1970 classes of American 

Airlines Stewardess College!  

If you graduated during one of these years, join us at convention for a light “Picnic in the 

Sky.” You will have a great time having “stew” talk, enjoying the picnic, looking at “our” 

uniforms, receiving a unique keepsake of this momentous occasion, maybe get a prize, not 

to mention reconnecting with old friends and making new ones. We promise laughter. 

The event will be held at Convention 2020 on Tuesday, April 28
th

, at 6pm, Bally’s Resort, 

in Las Vegas.  

Hosting this event are Past National Presidents Sherri Engle Hammond Lowe, Class 70-14 

rslowe@sbcglobal.net,  and Kathy Joy Minner, Class 70-9, kjminner109@gmail.com. 

Contact them for more details.  Caution:  C-314s may be issued for this missed “trip” 

down memory lane.  

 

 

SILENT AUCTION – LAS VEGAS 2020 

Get started now! Clean out those drawers and closets. Collect all those American Airlines and Kiwi items that you no 
longer want and donate them to our Silent Auction benefiting the National Kiwi Fund and Wings. 

You may not want the “stuff” any more, but I guarantee someone else will. 

The first auction in 2014 brought in $1,213; the second brought $2,394, the third $3,327! 

Total to date:  $6,934 

We can beat that! 

Bring your items or contact me, Cindi Youts Sanders, Chairperson, cindisanderskiwi@gmail.com 
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Are you an entrepreneur?  

Did you know that you can advertise in the Kiwi Kaleidoscope or on the official Kiwi website?  

Cost of Ads in the Kiwi Kaleidoscope and Website  

$25 – business-card size ad 

$50 – one-quarter page ad 

$75 – half-page ad 

$150 – full-page ad 

Website - $50 per year for ad  

Chapters do not pay for ads benefiting their charities. And all ads must be approved by the National Board. 

 

TO ALL OUR MAGICAL MEMBERS at LARGE  

DURING THIS MAGICAL TIME OF THE YEAR! 

I slept and dreamed that life is all joy. 

I awoke and I saw that life is all served. 

I served and I saw that service is joy. 

Khahil Gibran 

Once again we’re embarking on the most magical, gracious time of the year. And once again The Kiwi Club hopes you 

will consider donations to the National Kiwi Fund, our National Endeavor Wings Foundation, or perhaps a gift of 

membership to The Kiwi Club. 

As a reminder, the National Kiwi Fund is available to aid all current Kiwi members in need of financial support. The 

qualifications include “…any active member experiencing serious illness, injury, or disability, and may include those affected by a 

disaster or catastrophic event which ultimately causes a major financial hardship.”  Requesting aid from the NKF involves completing 

and submitting a form which is reviewed by a Kiwi administrative board in accordance to strict guidelines. The board must 

unanimously approve the request prior to any disbursement of funds. All requests remain in strict confidence. Information and forms 

are available on the Club’s website, thekiwiclub.org, under the Forms link.  

The Wings Foundation, a 501(c)3 charitable organization, provides American Airlines flight attendants who “are in critical need of 

financial assistance as a result of illness, injury or disability, or who are out of sick time, or who are without disability benefits, or 

those who have had a catastrophe or disaster which causes major hardship that would justify financial support.” The Wings 

Foundation operates similarly to the NKF by adhering to strict guidelines for approval. Wings is administered by a board made up of 

AA Flight Attendants and, again, all requests are held in strict confidence. Requests for aid must be made through the Wings 

Foundation. 

If you know someone who is eligible to join The Kiwi Club but has not done so, the gift of a membership could result in a long-time 

commitment to the organization. The recipient qualifies for full access to the Club’s website, the Kiwi Kaleidoscope, and eligibility to 

attend our conventions, including the one coming up in 2020 in Las Vegas. You may give the gift anonymously if you choose. Again, 

the form for this gift is located on the Club’s website under the Forms link. 

For more information on these options, go to the Club’s website and click on the Forms link where a form is ready for your use. You 

will also find the link to the Wings Foundation on this website. The Wings link gives all information about the foundation and even a 

direct link for donations.  

Kiwi best during the holidays and a healthy, happy 2020 wish to all. 

K.Lynn 
K.Lynn Hoffmann Yelvington 

National Vice President 2018-2020 
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THE AGENDA 
THE 2020 NATIONAL KIWI CONVENTION 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

BALLY’S RESORT 
 

Monday, April 27th   9:00A National Executive Board Meeting 

Tuesday, April 28th 11:00A Registration, Hospitality, Boutique and Silent Auction Open 

 11:30A Past Presidents’ Luncheon 

   4:30P Delegates, Alternates, and Candidates Invitational Reception 

   6:30P 1969-1970 50th Class Reunion – “Peace, Love & Wine”  

Wednesday, April 29th   8:30A Registration, Hospitality, Boutique and Silent Auction Open 

 11:30A Cocktail Reception 

 12:30P Opening Luncheon and Awards – “VIP Luncheon” 

   6:30P Optional Event 

Thursday, April 30th   8:30A Registration, Hospitality, Boutique and Silent Auction Open 

   8:30A Workshops/Round-Table Discussions 

 10:00A Delegates Meeting and Election of Officers 

 12:00N Installation of Officers Reception 

   6:00P Cocktail Reception 

   7:30P Closing Banquet – “Reach for the Stars”  

 

DUST OFF THAT SUITCASE! 

Plans are underway for a mid-October sailing with ratites* on board! These ratites will be sailing on Princess 

Cruise Lines’ Sky Princess, a new ship inaugurated in 2019 which has the newest dining choices. The itinerary 

takes you in and out of New York’s harbor with docking at ports in Newport RI, Boston MA, Bar Harbor ME, St. 

John NB, and Halifax,NS. With luck, the leaves will be in full color to greet us along the way. More information 

will be provided on the Kiwi website under the Travel link, the Kaleidoscope, and at Convention 2020 in Las 

Vegas. Whether you are an individual Kiwi or a Ratite, you won’t want to miss being part of this new adventure 

planned exclusively for us!  

*Ratites, a group of birds in the kiwi family.  

 

SOMETHING NEW…I’m sure many of you remember Kiwi Seminars. Because of the 

many inquiries about renewing that Kiwi event, the National Board entertained the feasibility of 

holding them again. However, after research, it was found that the costs and time involved 

prohibited this renewal.  

But…the Board came up with the idea of holding workshops at convention. This will be an 

introductory event that, if successful, will become an offering at each convention. It’s your call! 

If you attend the workshops – and all members are welcome – we may cover a topic that you are 

especially interested in and which will help your chapter thrive. Right now, the workshops are 

scheduled to be conducted prior to the Delegates Meeting in the room where the meeting is being 

held.  

If you have an idea or want more information, please contact Shirlee Albrecht, National 

Secretary, kiwinotetaker@gmail.com.  
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National Executive Board and Support Staff 
2018-2020 

 

KATHY POPPENBERG KRIDEL, President 
3920 Mariners Way, No. 324 
Cortez, FL 34215 
941-730-4027    1964  1979 
kkridel@mac.com 
 

K.LYNN HOFFMANN YELVINGTON, Vice President 
P.O. Box 5634 
Carefree, AZ 85377 
602-741-1700    1980 
kiwiwings@icloud.com  
 

CONNIE LEIGHLITER BUDGE, 2
nd

 Vice President 
49 Hampton Hall Blvd. 
Bluffton, SC 29910 
843-815-3563    1965 
kiwiclb@aol.com 
 

SAM GOOCH, Treasurer 
344-5 Route 9, PMB #298 
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734 
752-644-5890    1998 
Kiwisam.gooch@gmail.com 
 

SHIRLEE KEYES ALBRECHT, Secretary 
7 Augustine Lane 
Crossville, TN 39559 
707-333-2800 
kiwinotetaker@gmail.com 
 

JO SHARP MCFADDEN, Past President/Parliamentarian 
P.O. Box 191 
Glen Haven, CO 80532 
970-577-0571,  970-690-8849    1964 
Jomac80532@msn.com 
 

JANE FULLEN HAAG, Past President/Advisor 
18816 Oxbow Drive 
Marengo, IL 60152 
815-923-2412    1965 
Jhaag2742@gmail.com 
 

JANE MCDONALD JAMISON, Editor, Kiwi Kaleidoscope 
1663 W. Southfield Circle 
Cordova, TN 38016 
901-207-4154    56/2 
Jmj1157@aol.com 
 

MARY RICHTER THRASHER, Artist/Coeditor, Kiwi Kaleidoscope 
21 Briarwood Lane 
Palatine, IL 60067 
847-397-1431    1967 
thekiwiclub@comcast.net 
 

GINGER MCDONOUGH PAUL, Website Hostess 
2300 Littlebrooke Trace 
Dunwoody, GA 30338 
404-310-3929    1966 
gingermcd3@gmail.com 
 

GERRIE SKAGGS MCALHANY, Archives Historian 
222 Mallory Station Road, Apt. 136 
Franklin, TN 37067 
480-203-0330    1966 
gmcalhany@gmail.com 
 

CRAIG BOWERMAN, Archival Uniforms Historian 
2512 Quail Cove 
Carpentersville, IL 60110 
847-474-7404    84/8 
stewardcrb@comcast.net 
 

LINDA HUTCHINSON TIMBERLAKE, Traveling Uniform Coordinator 
8812 West 142 Place 
Overland Park, KS 66221 
941-224-2013    1969 
Saintcharles2@att.net 
 

KATHY JOY MINNER, Kiwi Photographer 
1717 Baron Court 
Port Orange, FL 32128 
386-846-3175    1970 
aakiwiclub@aol.com 
 

POLLY TOLL GOODMAN, National Meeting Site Coordinator 
5700 Tanner Ridge Avenue 
Westlake Village, CA 91362 
818-706-7782    1959 
ptgkiwi@aol.com 
 

ERNIE SCHADE REIS, American Airlines Kiwi Liaison 
14132 Half Moon Bay Drive 
Del Mar, CA 92014-2907 
858-755-7050   858-735-3835    1964 
Thekiwiclub-aa@san.rr.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM: 
 

Jane McDonald Jamison, Editor 

The Kiwi Kaleidoscope 

1663 W. Southfield Circle 

Cordova, TN 38016 

www.thekiwiclub.org  
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